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........ 
The Post-Amerikan i s  a worker­
contro lled colle ctive that puts out 
this paper . If you'd like to help , 
give us a call and leave �our nam� 
with our wonderful answering machine . 
Then we ' ll call you back and give 
you the rap about the Post . You start 
work at nothing per hour and stay 
there . Everyone is pai d  the same . 
Ego gratifi cation and go o d  karma are 
the fringe benefi ts . 

De ci sions are made collective ly by 
staff members at our regular mee t ­
in?S · All workers have an equal 
voi ce . The Pos t  has no e ditor or 
hierarchical structure , so quit call­
ing up and asking who's in charge . 
A in ' t  nobody in charge . 

Anybo dy who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print . All 
worthwhi le material is we lcome . We 
try to cho ose articles that are time ly ,  
relevant , informative , and no t avail­
able in other lo cal media . We will 

Alcoholics Anonymous--828-5049 
American Civil Liberties Union-- 452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin. )--829-9436 
Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 
Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
G ay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 452-5852 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Group--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

For a friend ... 
I would like to say a few things about 
a friend of mine named Dave Burde tte . 
I firs t me t Dave at a mee ting of the 
local NOW Chapter in 1975· I worke d 
with him in that group , in Community 
for Social Action , in actions for 
ERA and others against MEG. Dave was 
strongly committed to political , 
e comonic , and social change in our 
world. 

Dave's s trongest statements can be 
found in his writing. He wrote 
prolifically , articles in the Post­
Amerikan and the Observer ,  le tters to 
the e ditor in the Pantagraph almost 
monthly . Dave's father told me Dave 

no t print anything raci st; sexist , or 
age ist. 

Mo s t  of our material and inspiration 
fo r material come s from the communi ty . 
We encourage you , the reader ,  to be­
come mo re than a reader . We welcome 
all stori e s  and tips for stori e s , 
whi ch you can mai l  to our office

_
. The 

deadline for next issue is March 27. 

If you ' d  like to work on the Po st and/ 
o r  come to meetings , call us at 
8 2 8 - 7 232 . You can also reach folks at 
828-6885 . 

You can make bread hawking the Po st--
15¢ a copy , except for the first 50 
copi e s  on which you make only 10¢  a 
copy . Call us at 828-7232 . 

Mai l ,  which we more than welcome , 
should be sent to: the Post-Amerikan 
PO Box 3452 , Bloomington IL 6 1 701.  
Be sure you tell us  if you don ' t  want 
your le tter printed! Otherwise , i t ' s  
likely to end up on our letters page . 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist­
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 

Post-Amerikan--8i8-7232 
Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 
Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

also wro te regularly to a Peoria news­
paper . Very few people knew about it , 
but Dave wrote poetry too . His mo ther 
has qui te a colle ction ,  of whi ch she 
is  very proud. Dave gave this 
communi ty a lot through his politi cal 
commitment and action and his fri end­
ship . 

Most of us who me t or knew Dave were 
aware that something was no t all right. 
He was nervous and painfully shy . To 
some people he seemed strange and 
s cary . He was very troubled and lonely. 
He was an easy target for teasing 
and tricks . 

Dave Burdette killed himself on Friday 
Feb. 8, 1980. I was saddened many 
times by Dave's hurt and struggle to 
survive. I hurt now at this final 
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Post Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main 
SW corner, Front & Main 
Downtown Postal Substation 
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris Market, 802 N. Morris 
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington 
Biasi' s Drug Store, 21 7 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Pat's Billiard Supply, 801 W. Market 
Common Ground, 516 N. Main 
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Doug's Motorcycle, 809 s. Morris 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
NE corner, Main & Washington 

NORMAL 
Triple Treat, 1528 E. College 
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main 
Mother Murphy's, 111 1/2 North St" 
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU 
w. W. Bakeshop, 602 Kingsley 
Cage, ISU Universi ty Union 
Midstate Truck Flaza, Route 51 north 
Upper Cut, 318 Kingsley 
Old Main Book Store, 207 S. Main 

OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg: Under the Sun, 427 E. Main 
Monmouth: Hefad's Up, 123 W. First 

Springfield: King Harvest Food Co-op 
1131 S. Grand Ave East 

Urbana: Horizon Bkstre, 517 S. Goodwin 

�tatement of his pain . I am also angry 
that whatever it was that Dave ne eded 
to survive was not avai lable to him. 

I knew Dave had other fri ends--he cared 
about people--but mo st of us had no t 
met . We gathered Sunday , Feb. 17 , 1980 
at the Uni tarian Church to s hare our 
grief and memories. I met a man who 
bowle d  with Dave. I met many people 
who gave him rides , the use of their 
phone , and a place to warm up when he 
rode his bicycle in the winter . People 
from his church remember his regular 
pushing for political action , his 
frustration at all the talk and 
analysis. Some spoke of Dave always 
finding and colle cting things that 
might someday be useful to someone. 
His apartment was full of them , tools , 
glass jars , soap. Dave kne w  where 
there were wild berries and mint and 
all sorts of things right in the city. 
So many parts of him , and each of us 
knew only a little. 

Dave gave me many things. I enjoyed 
talking with him , learning from his 
political knowledge and analysis , 
particularly about liberation 
struggles in third world countries. 
We shared a love for cats. Dave took 
stray cats to the animal shelter when 
he couldn't find homes for the m . . 
Sometimes I or someone els e  drove him; 
sometime s he rode his bike . Dave was a 
good cook. I enjoyed having dinner 
with him and getting re cipe s . Dave and 
I met be cause of shared politi cal 
be liefs . We shared anger at sexism,  
racism and imperialism. We also shared 
anger at a mental health system that 
give s people who try to kill them­
selves with pills--more pi lls. I will 
mis s  Dave . 

Susie Sewell 



District 87 Grownups' hangups Poat-Amerikan 

end students' hangouts 
p age 3 

Hoots , jeers , and all-round in�ig­
nat ion--this is how t eenagers in 
District 8 7 ' s  schools should now 
respond whenever a t eacher attempt s  
t o  tell them about the basic rights 
and free doms of  Amerikan citizens. 

School superintendent G�orge 
Stimeling has come up with a new 
plan whi ch will further enh�nce the 
prison-camp atmo sphere of high . schools and junior h ighs. In a mis­
guided attempt to keep kids from 
smoking dope and drinking �o o z e  at 
school , Stimeling has outlined (and '
the board of education has approved) 
tougher polic i e s  aimed at catching 
and puni shing the culprits. 

Unfortunately , these policies  put all 
the kids in jail between about 8:JO 
and 2: JO daily. They can ' t  go to the 
parking lo t wi thout offic ial 
permission. They can ' t  go to the 
smoking ring for a cigarette unle ss 
they ' re prepared to flash a smoking 
permi ssion slip signed by parents. 
They can ' t  walk down the hall during 
a class p eriod without a pe:mi ssion 
slip. They can ' t  hang out in the 
j ohn. 

And to make sure they don't , the 
school board is paying $10,000 for 
a uniformed cop to patrol the 
parking lo t and three monitors to 

·patrol the smoking areas and 
hallways at BHS. 

To make sure they ' re heartily sorry 
i f  they do break the rule s ,  
Stimeling ' s  plan calls for mandatory 
immediate suspension from school and 
a recommendation to the board for 
expulsion. Before , the susp ension 
and expulsion was optional 1 school 
official s coul d decide case by case 
whe ther to kick offenders out of  
scho ol, 

�-Cl'; 
The parking lo t ,  the smoking are a ,  
the bathro oms , and the hallways. 
They all have something in c ommon,  
some thing that Stimeling refers to as 
"unsupervised c ontact among student s "  
(Pantagraph , 1/17), From a student ' s  
point of  view , what they have in 
common is be ing the places that make 
going to school tolerable-- the plac es  
where life go e s  on in the midst of  
deadly crap. Admittedly , that life 
doesn ' t  look like much to a grown-up , 
but i t ' s  where fri endships are made 
and lost , love affairs are begun and 
ended ,  important issues are discus sed 
and argued and commi serated about , 
schemes and dreams devel op. 

What if the kids decided that 
teachers were ruining their bo dies 
and harming the ir e fficiency wi th 
nicotine and caffeine? Would the 
school board fund a student cop to 
monitor the teachers' lounge? Of 
course not. Grown-ups , it s eems , 
have a right to unsupervised contact 
during the day. 

The disre sp_ect and mistrust that 
Stimeling and his crowd show for 
high school students is part icularly 
absurd c onsidering the fac t that they 
hope mos t  of the seniors will go to 
college next year ,  where they 
magically will be re sponsi ble enough 
to walk down halls whenever they 

want , smoke cigarettes like crazy , 
hang out in the john for hours , and 
even sit in the ir parked cars for 
unlimited amounts o f  time. 

Before school o fficials hand down 
their ridiculous restrictions to  
kids , they should clean up their own 
act. On Dec, 16 , the Pantagraph 
reported that a 14-year-old BJHS 
student got busted at school when 
"a cellophane packet cont aining what 
appeared to be marijuana was found in 
the boy ' s  wallet." I want to  know who 
was looking through his wallet in the 
first plac e and why who ever it was 
thought they had a right to. On the 
17th , the paper reported the 
expulsion of two BHS students ,  a 
senior and a junior , who "were caught 
in the senior boy ' s  car in the BHS 
parking lot , and marijuana was found 
in the car." Who searched the car? 
Why? Se ems to me like doping and 
drinking aren ' t  the only illegal 
activities going on in tho se 
schools. 

The justification for this over­
supervision and overpunishment of  
students is  supposedly the gri sly 
spe ctre of Te enage Al coholism and 
Drug Addiction. But I think we need 
some perspective on that spectre --a 
perspective that include s the gri sly 
sp ectre of Amerikan suc cess: an 
empty college diploma , a me aningless 
boring paper-pushing career at State 
Farm , a worrisome burden of de bts on 
credit cards and condominiums and 
kids and Cadillac s ,  an ever-narrowing 
group or fri ends , an ever-widening 
gap between youthful dreams and 
adult reality , and a heart attack 
at 57. 

I t ' s  enough to drive a kid to  drink. 

- -Pho ebe Caulfield 

Police state proposed in Congress 
100 national  and l o c a l  organi zations 
opp o s e  S .  1722, the C rimi n a l  Code 
Re form Act spons o r e d  by Sens. Kenne dy 
Thurmond , Hatch , DeConc in i ,  an d 
Simp s on . The organi z a tion s p r e s ente d 
a l e t t e r  o f  p r o te s t  on February 4 as 
part of the g rowing e f fort to s top 
pas s age of the bil l .  

S. 1722 i s  not  a r e fo rm o f  the l aws , 
but a signi fi c an t  w o r s e ning , which 
coul d s e t  back demo c r a t i c  rights and 
our s ys tem o f  c riminal  j us tice by 
de c a de s . The p ro t e s t l e t t e r  sharp ly 
cri ti ci z e s  S .  1722, c a l ling it " fund ­
ament a l l y  f l aw e d  by i t s  d an g e rous 
e ros ion o f  c onstitutiona l  righ t s  and 
its fai l u re to adequate l y  addre s s  
the s e rious prob l ems within our , 
c riminal jus tice s y s t em . " S. 1722 i s  
w ritten in s uch a w ay that i t  p l ac e s  
gove rnment fun ctions and activit i e s  
above the Fir s t Amen dment guar ante e s  
o f  free spe e ch and a s s o ciaton . 

The Senate Judi ci a ry Commi tte e  
approve d  S .  1772 o n  De c. 4 ,  1979. 

S .  1722 wou l d  make many repres sive 
chan g e s  in the meanin g and s cope o f  
f e d e r a l  c riminal  l aw. F o r  exampl e: 

* I t  would give the gove rnment the 
right to appeal  l e nient sen tence s . 
This right cou l d  be us e d  by p ro s e­
cutors  to prevent de fendant s from 
app e a l ing thei r convictions. 

*Pa r o l e  and "good-time" r e l e a s e  w o u l d  
b e  e liminated or cut b ack i n  the 
f e d e r a l  penal sys tem , and a s ubs tan­
tia l  r i s k  exis ts that c onvicts wou l d  
s pe n d  more time in p r i s o n  than unde r  
current l aw .  

*It wo u l d  in s t i tute a form o f  pre ­
t rial d e t e ntion. This a l l ows a judge 
to s e t a variety o f  re s t ric tions upon 
a pers on's bail,  in c l udin g inc a r c e r ­
a�ion , bas e d  o n  a finding that the 
p e r s on is dange ro us , even though the re 
has been no dete rmination of gui l t  
o r  innoc ence . 

* I t  cont ains s e ve ra l  provisions which 
spe cifical ly endange r the r i ght to 
dis s en t  from and or gani z e  to change 
gove rnment po l i cy on military matters 
and a draft . 

* I t  would expand current l aw to puni sh 
conduct that occurs p rior to the actual 
commi s sion o f  a c r i me , under the Con­
spiracy , So licit a t i on , and At temp t  
l aws. 

* I t  woul d cre ate new fed e r a l  j uris di c ­
tion t o  cha rge or inve s tigate p e rs ons 
engaged in anti - nu c l e a r  demons t rations 
with conspiracy or att empt to commit 
prope rty damage on any "en e r gy 
faci lity." 

* I t  wou l d  incre a s e  opportunities for 
fede r a l. pros ecutors  and inve s tigators 
tQ inte r fe re w i th po litical  act i vitie s 
which are now pro t e c t e d  by the Fi rs t 
Ame ndment , and to int e rvene in many 
c as e s  n�� hand l e d.by loc a l  authorit i e s .  

The I l lin o i s  B a r  Ass o c i a t i on went on 
record in opposition to S. 1722, 
cal lin g it "a big s te p , and pe rhaps 
an i r reve rsib l e  one, towa rd a 
nationa l cr imin a l  c o de e n fo rc e d  by a 
national  po lice force . "  

The Senate vote on S. 1722 i s  exp e c t e d  
i n  e a rJy Ma rch o r  mid-Ma rch. In the 
House, Rep . Drinan ha� in t ro duced a 
so�ewhat di ffe rent but simi l a rly 
threatenin g omnibus bil l, HR 6233. 

MAJOR CONSTITUENT PRESSURE CAN STOP 
THESE B I LLS! Write youf s enators and 
reps at the Senate O f fice Bui l ding o r  
the Hous e O f fice Bui l ding , Wa shington, 
D.C. 20505. 

- -Al liance to End Rep res sion 
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March 198 0  Gardening or the padded 

Ice cream disease 
When a pat i en t  repo r t s  a b l ac ki s h  
l ooki ng s to o l , the doc t o r  mus t  inqu i re 
ab out the pos s ib i l it y  o f  an u l c e r  o r  
s ome o the r gas t r o in t e s t i n a l  l e s i on 
tha t might c aus e a l o s s  o f  b l ood . 
They w i l l  a l s o  a s k  ab out the pos s i ­
b i l i ty o f  recent  inge s t i on o f  i ron , 
charcoa l  o r  any other  s ub s tan c e  that 
might cause the s to o l  to turn b l ack . 

When S t ephen M .  P i cc a  o f  the New Y o rk 
Me d i c a l  C o l l ege n o t e d that h e  h ad 
pas s e d  a b l ack s t o o l , h e  was ve ry 
puz z l e d .  For  one th ing , he had no 
h i s t o ry of any he a l th prob l ems . For  
anothe r ,  he had not  c on s ume d i ron 
or any s im i lar mate r i a l . But what 
was even more puz z l i ng w as the c o l o r  
o f  the t o i l e t  wate r : b r ight b lue . 

"Afte r cons i de r ab le though t , "  h e  s ay s  
i n  a l e t t e r  to the New Eng l and Jour­
n a l  o f  Med i c ine , 111---recal l ed e a t ing 
s ome-r i c o r i ce-fl avored B a s k in-Robb ins 
ice cream ab out 30 hours e a r l i e r. 
Thi s  i c e  c re am i s  dark b l ac k  and 
produc e s  a b lu i s h  l iquid as  it me l t s , 
e s pe c i a l ly i f  d i luted w i th wate r . "  
H i s.cond i t i on , he s ai d , re turned t o  
normal after a day o r  two . H e  c o n ­
c l uded t h a t  d o c t o r s  s houl d c on s i de r  
r e c en t  inge s t i on o f  l i co r i c e - f l avored 
i ce c r e am i n  the d i agnos i s  of  b lue­
b l ac k  syn dr ome . 

- - Preven ti o n  

I t ' s  almo s t  gardening t ime and I ' m 
g l ad ' caus e I ' ve got a who l e  w inte r ' s  
worth o f  frus t r a t i ons t o  get r i d  o f  
b y  d igging and sweat ing . I t ' s  a hard 
l i fe b e ing an inte l l e c t ua l . 

I t ' s  a l s o  a hard l i fe b e i ng a w a i t re s s  
o r  a t e ache r o r  an o f f  i c e  c l e rk o r  
j us t  ab out anyth ing e l s e  the s e  day s . 
So no matter what a i l s  you , give gar ­
den i ng a t ry .  I t ' s  l o t s  che ape r than 
a shr ink and much l e s s  l i ke l y  to do 
you pe rmanent damage . 

I f  you ' re s t a rt ing your f i r s t  garden , 
you c an b egin by p i ck ing a spo t . Almo s t  
a l l  vege t ab l e s  pre f e r  l o t s  o f  s un , s o  
pi c k  a spo t  that w i l l  g e t  fu l l  s un · 
almo s t  a l l  day i f  you want fat jui c y  
tomatoe s o r  lus c i ous greyn b e ans . 

I f  f l owers  o r  fol i age p l ants are mo re 
t o  your t a s t e , you may want t o  cho o s e  
your favo r i te s  be fore you p i ck a 
garden spot . Marigo l ds , pe t uni as , 
z i nn i a s , po rtul acas , popp i e s , and mo s t  
other  annual f l owers  l i k e  ful l  s un . 
But s ome f l owe rs , l ike petun i a s , w i l l  
t o l e ra t e  l ight s hade; and others , l ike 
b egon i a s , thrive i n  part i a l  s hade . 
C o l e us , wh i ch i s  grown for i t s c o l o r ­
f u l  l e ave s r athe r than f o r  i ts f l owe rs , 
w i l l  do wonde r ful ly we l l  i n  almo s t  ful l  
shade . 

(A note ab out s hade : ful l s hade me ans 
no d i re c t  s un l i ght a l l  day l ong; par­
t i al shade me ans s ome dire c t  s un; by 
l i ght s hade I me an b r igh t  l ight b ut 
l i t t l e  d i r e c t  s un.) 

Next you d e c i de h ow b ig your garden 
w i l l  b e , and I r e commend a mode s t  
s t ar t . A 1 0-foot b y  15 - foot veget�b l e  
garde n , for  ins t an c e , migh t  not  
r e qui re mo re work than one f i r s t - t ime 

Ve roy (os� for Yrmr �se� lrs 
$�� WU lllE�� 

gar den e r  w i l l  b e  wi l l ing t o  give i t . 
But a garden that s i z e  c an give you 
a ve ry s at i s fy i ng s upply of  vege t ab l es . 

I t ' s  b e t t e r  t o  s t art s ma l l  and e xpand 
next year than to be ove rwhe lmed b e fore 
you e ve n  ge t your s e e ds p l ant e d . 

No , you s ay ,  I wouldn ' t  give up that 
fas t .  

We l l ,  I once l i ved i n  a l ong , na rrow 
apar tment w i th a lw ays - dr awn s hades and 
two dogs who n e ve r  went out o f  doors . 
Back then , nature was s ome th ing that 
got i n  the way when I n e e de d  mo re b e e r. 
I was deprave d ,  b ut I swe a r  that the 
f i r s t  50 s quare feet of l ong­
e s t ab l i s he d  I l l ino i s  s o d  i s  going t o  
come as  a s h o c k  to anyb ody . 

Digging the l a s t  two th i rds o f  the 
garden may be d i s co uraging and 
chopping up a l l  that s o d  w i l l  s ee m  
impo s s ib le .  Fortunate ly , I have s ome 
he lpful s ugge s t i ons . 

614 E. GREEN ST. 
CHAMPAGN 



couch: Time to get ready! 
F i rs t , don ' t  try t o  do a l l  the work 
at onc e . You c an s t art  d i gging the 
f i r s t  chan ce you ge t that the ground 
i sn ' t  fro z en o r  t o o  w e t . I f  you turn 
ove r the sod e a r ly enough to make i t  
die , i t ' l l b e  e a s i e r  t o  chop up . 

Or you c an t r an?p l an t  your s o d  s ome ­
where e l s e  that you w an t  s ome hardy 
gras s . Or you c an put it a l l  in a 
pile  and w o rk i t  i n t o  a compo s t  h e ap 
l i t t l e  by l i t t l e . Or you can do l i ke 
I did i n  my i gn o r ance , and bury i t  
deep i n  your garden . Th i s  l as t  
s ugge s t i on , h oweve r ,  i s  was t e fu l  o f  
go od s o i l  and o rgan i c  mat e r i a l . 

Fina l ly , a really good roto t i l l e r , 
wh i c� you c an rent fo r $ 7  o r  $8 , w i l l  
e ventua l ly s ub due the me ane s t  s o d - ­
i f  i t ' s  n o t  too wet and i f  you ' re 
w i l l ing t o  s t i ck i t  out . You may 
want to rent a rot o t i l l e r  anyw ay t o  
b r e ak t h e  c l ods up . B re ak ing a 
garden - ful l o f  c l ods down t o  pe a 
s i z e  i s  a l o t  o f  work , and I usua l ly 
don ' t  have that many fru s t r a t i ons . 

At s ome point , prob ab l y  a f t e r  you ' ve 
done your e a r l y  digging , you may w ant 
to take s ome s o i l  s ampl e s  (one from 
e ach end and the middle of you r  
garde n )  t o  t h e  county agent

_ 
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Th i s  prob ab ly i sn ' t  n e c e s s a ry i f  the 
gra s s  you dug up looked reas on ab ly 
h e a l thy . But you w i l l  want t o  
c on d i t ion your s o i l  s omewhat . 

The b e s t th ing t o  do for a 1 0  by 1 5  
garden i s  t o  b uy a couple o f  b a l e s  o f  
s pagnum pe a t  mos s and s pread i t  over 
your garden . Th i s  pe a t  mo s s  i s  
re l a t i ve l y  e xpens ive , b u t  your plan t s  
w i l l  l ove y o u  for i t , a n d  i f  y o u  
s t art a c ompo s t  h e ap you won ' t  have 
to do it again . 

The idea  i s  to ge t pl e n ty o f  

at K - Mart . You may nee d to buy your 
l ime--a l i t t l e  s ack - - at Cas ey's , and 
de fin i t e ly b uy your s e eas there . 
Cas ey ' s  at Main S t r e e t  near Normal has 
the b e s t  s e l e c t i on of s e e ds and good 
s e e ds are worth the price . )  

You can u s e  garden fe rt i l i z e r  ins t e ad 
o f  peat mo s s  and l ime and cow manure , 
but a f t e r  a coup l e  years your garden 
w i l l  prob ab ly b e  hard a s  a rock . 
Fer t i l i z e r  a l s o  d i s courage s us e fu l  
an ima l s  l ike e a r thwo rms , and i f  you 
put too much on you may e ven damage 
yours e l f .  

You ' l l  w ant t o  have your garden re ady 
to p l an t  by the end of March or the 
f i r s t  2 weeks in Apr i l , so you ' l l  
have t o  b e  a l e rt t o  take advant age o f  
the few days when the s o i l  i s  dry 
enough to work . Onc e  your garden i s  
e s t ab l i s hed , y o u  can ge t i t  re ady i n  
one afte rnoon w i th a rot ot i l l e r . .• 
You should draw up a plan o f  e ve r y ­
t h i n g  y o u  want to p l ant and whe re i t  
w i l l  b e . I usua l l y  plant my vege ­
t ab l e  rows a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  toge th e r  
than t h e  s e e d  packages c a l l for , and 
you c an do th i s , too , i f  your s o i l  
i s  goo d .  S ave your pl an fo r the next 
year b e c au s e  you can ' t plant c abb age 
crops (cabb age , b ro c c o l i ,  caul i f l owe r , 
koh l rab i )  in the s ame p l ac e  two years  
i n  a row. Actual ly , i t ' s  w i s e  to 
rotate all  your vege t ab l e s  to cut 
down on d i s e a s e  and s o i l  exh aus t i on .  

I a l s o  take into ac coun t  that s ome 
plants l ik e  t omatoe s and s quash s t art 
out ve ry s mal l and grow qui t e  large 
by mid- s umme r . S o  I plant th ings l i ke 
s pinach or l e t t uc e  near  them and eat  
the spinach b e fo re the squash needs 
the space . 

Here are the e ar l i e s t  dat e s  t o  plant 
s ome c ommon vege t ab le s : 

March 2 5-- gar l i c  c l ove s , kohlrab i ,  
l ee k s , l e t tuce , o n i on s e e ds o r  s e t s , 
rhub a rb , s pinach , turnips . 

Apr i l  1 0 - - b e e t s , b ro c co l i , c abb age , 
carrots , chard , k a l e , pars l e y , par ­
s n ips , pe as , pot atoe s ,  rad i s he s . 

May 1 - - c orn , green b e ans , rutab aga . 

May 1 0 - - Cucumb e r s , eggpl ant , mus kme l ­
ons , okra , peppe r s , s umme r s quas h , 
swe e t  potatoe s , t omato e s , w a t e rme l ons . 

Natural ly , you c an make your plan t ings 
a b i t  l a t e r  than the e a r l i e s t  dat e s - -
2 to 4 week s - -and many vege t ab l e s  can 
be rep l an t e d  i n  mi d - s umme r  for a fal l 
c rop . Re ad y our s e e d  pack e t s  fo r 
advi ce . When you repl an t , b e  s ure to 
work s ome compo s t  o r  a l i tt l e  fe r t i ­
l i z e r  into the s o i l  whe re the pre vious 
c rop grew. 

Aft e r  y ou ' ve p l ante d your garden , 

Po s t - Ame rikan 
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yo u ' l l  have to keep the weeds down 
b e cause w e e ds use the space , the 
nut r i e nt s , and the l i gh t  y our vege ­
tab l e s  ne e d .  O f  cour s e , you c an hoe 
or pul l  the weeds , but  mul ching is 
b e s t . 

Mul ch i s  s ome thing you u s e  to cove r  
the ground s o  l i ght can ' t  ge t t o  the 
we e d  s e e ds and so mo i s ture s t ays in 
the s o i l . S ome people use s t raw or 
pe at mo s s  o r  e ven plas t i c  as  mul ch , 

Workbook/cpf 

but I l i ke gr as s c l ippings b e cause  
l o t s  o f  peopl e l e ave b ags of  them out 
for the  garb age c o l l e c tors . You can 
e as i ly find enough t o  keep y our gard­
e n  vi rtual ly weed-free as we l l  as  
enough mo re to compo s t .  

When you put the c l ippings on you r  
garden , don ' t  cove r t h e  p l anted rows 
and don ' t  put on mo re than one - h a l f 
o r  one inch o f  c l ippings a t  a t i me . 
I f  you put on too many , they deve lop 
a nas ty mo l d  or pack down s o  air 
can ' t  ge t through to the s o i l . 

The thing ab out gra s s  c l ippings i s  
that they me l t  away . Part o f  i t  i s  
water  l o s s  to the a i r , and part i s  
l o s s  o f  �o l i ds into th e s oi l - - wh i ch 
i s  _good nut r i t i on for your vege t ab le s . 
But i t  a l s o  me ans you ' ve got to 
spre ad new c l ippings now and aga in. 

' �-
A final word about b ugs: i f  yoQf"�o i l  
i s  good , your p l ants w i l l  a lmo s t  
ce rtainly b e  heal thy enough to s t ay 
ahe ad o f  b ugs . S t i l l ,  i t ' s  a go od 
idea to keep your eye s open . Chewed 
up l e ave s are a s ure s i gn o f  bu&s . 
I pick wo rms and s lugs o f f  b y  han d  
and s ome t ime s spray koh l r ab i  and 
b rocco l i  w i th s o apy w at e r . (Us e  
about 1 tab le s poon o f  I vo ry S o ap 
f l ak e s  i n  one quar t  o f  wate r ;  don ' t  
u s e  l i quid o r  powde r de t e rgent� 
Summe r s quash n e e d  regu l ar s pray ing 
to keep s quash b ugs and s tem b o rers 
unde r control . Wheneve r pos s ib l e , 
remove d i s e a s e d  o r  insec t - damage d 
pl ants to avo i d  i n f e c t ing he al thy 
plants . 

By the t ime you ' ve e aten your f i rs t ,  
garden - fresh s al ad ,  your anx i e ty l e ve l  
s houl d b e  low and your s at i s fac t i on 
l e vel h igh . I f  no t ,  maybe you c an 
barter vege t ab l e s  to your sh rink . 

- -D . Le S e ure 

o rgani c  mat e r i a l  into the s o i l . The 
s o i l  w i l l  work b e t te r , it w i l l  h o l d  
a i r  and w a t e r  b e t t e r , and t h e  proc e s s  
o f  o rgan i c  b re akdown w i l l  give your 
p l an t s  pl enty of nut r i en t s . The o�l y  
c a t ch i s  that y o u  n e e d  to k e ep add i ng 
o rgan i c  mate r i al to repl ace wh at 
b reaks down and what your plan t s  u s e . 
Compo s t ing gra s s  c l ippings and radish  
l e ave s i s  the b e s t  answe r .  Watch for  
a c ompo s t ing a r t i c l e  in a l ater Pos t­

;Ame r ik an .  WINTERIZE YOUR GUIT AB 
The one drawb ack t o  pe at mo s s  i s  that 
i t ' s  aci.d , and mos t  garden p l an t s  l ike 

·bur regular s o i l , wh i ch is onl y  
s l i gh t ly ac i d .  (Po t a t o e s  a r e  an 
e xc e pt i on : they ge t s c a l y  and do 
p o o r l y  in our corn f i e l d  s o i l . )  S o  
y o u  n e e d  to put s ome agri cu l tural  l ime 
on w i t h  your pe at mo s s  t o  swee t e n  the 
s o i l  b ac k  up . And for good me a s ure 
y o u  may want to throw on a b ag o f  
c o mposte d  c ow manure . 

D i g  o r  r o t ot i l l  e ve ryth ing i n t o  the 
t op 6 or 8 inches of your garden . Hoe  
and rake unt i l  smooth and you're re ady 
to p l an t . 

(A n o t e  on where to b uy th i ngs : C ow 
manure and peat mos s  i s  u s u a l ly che ap ­
e s t  w h e n  i t ' s  o n  s a l e  at K - Mar t . Buy 
the  b ig b al e s  of pe at mos s  ins t e a d  o f  
the l i t t l e  sacks , wh i ch cont a i n  a l o t  
o f  mo i s t ure . Fert i l i z e r  i s  a l s o  che ap 

STOP IN AT GUITAR WORLD 
And have your · 
guitar checked for 
• New Strings 
• Cracks and 

other dryness 
problems 

Check out the 
Dampit Humidifier 

105 Broadway • Normal 

@VITAR �ORLD 
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Freedom's not 

just another word ... 

Post re aders: 

I truly wonder if the average ci�izen 
knows what it means to totally give up 
what fre edom this society allows us. 

He knows that if he goe s to j ail 
tonight that he ' ll miss hi? appoint­
ment with the doctor; but is he aware 
of the sights missed on the way to the 
office? The pregnant wo�an 
standing on the corner , waiting for 
the red l ight? The kids pl aying base­
ball in the playground? How about the 
conversation with the doctor ' s  
secretary , which would have had a 
deve stating effect on the outlook he 
had , before he ' d  met her? 

Can the average citi zen even begin to 
imagine this one day mi ssed , this  one 
short period of his l ife given up , let 
alone the consequenc es  of YEARS of 
this court-ruled abstinence? The 
thought of a convict who will never 
know the people he ' s  missed,  who would 
have given him knowledge , love , a . smil e? The sunrise s and sunsets given 
up , that so many fools take for 
granted? The mental qu� s�ion , dai�y ,  
of: Where would I be l iving now , if ; 
How many crumb crushers woul d

_
m� wife 

and I have the pleasure of raising, 
i f ;  How many bottle s  of wine , loaves 
of French bread , and romantic 
settings would I have experi enc e d ,  if? 

I s  there a judge , s itting on the . 
bench, anywhere , who knows what he is 
depriving me of , when he hands down a 
five-year sentence? I s  there one who 
realizes that he has stolen a walk 
through a rainy day? Or taken away 
the holding of a child who needed to 
be held , by me, be cause of a hurt 
knee? I s  there one out there? Where? 
Just one ?  Why isn ' t  he here , 
sentencing me to work in a day-care 
nursery? or how about really being 
cruel , and make me work for two years , 
for just room and board , in some h ell­
hole such as the Grand Canyon , or 
Yosemite National Park? Maybe since 
I ' m  so stupid and i lliterate , how 
about my punishment being that , after 
work at the university as a j anitor , 
I have to take courses in the 
humanities  department? 

Can you , a citizen , grasp at all what 
I ' m trying to say? Can you see the 
irreversibl e  damage be ing done to your 
fellow peopl e ,  the un just , ii:ihuman 
situation you ' re plac ing me in , when 
you coul d do just the opposite , at far 
less  the cost , by showing me how l ife 
CAN be enjoyed , through love and 
l abor? 

Why do you , as a member of your 
soci ety , just sit back and watch , 
while I ' m made into an animal , who 
will eventually be s�t free to attack? 
Why do you let yourself be ripp ed off , 
in your taxe s ,  by supporting an 
institution ,  such as this  prison , 
whose only goal i s  to keep ripping 
you off? Can ' t  you see that the 
judicial system perpetrates crime , 
and not me? Can ' t  you s e e  that you ' re 
providing paychecks to the l arge st 
monopoly in the U . S. A. ?  And that by 
doing away with the ir form of 
"rehabil itation , "  which you admit is  
a farce ,  that the co·ps , lawyers , 
guards , etc . , etc. , would have to give 
up their pay, and find a job doing 
something constructive? 

Have you never stoppe d  to wonder why 
8 J% of us come back to prison , once  
we have been incarcerated? Doe sn ' t  
that, in itsel f, tell you there i s  
something wrong, and it i s  N O T  me? 

--A county jail prisoner 

I 
I 
:1 Middle East at crucial point 
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I Dear Post , I 
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At this moment the Middle East con­
flict is at a crucial point. The 
bi lateral talks betwe en Israe l and 
Egypt , assisted by the U.S . ,  seem to 
have stalemated. A new approach 
may weii be ne eded if the process to ­
ward peace is  to be continue d .  

Ac cording to international law, 
Israeli oc cupation of the West Bank 
is illegal. Israe l ' s  legal status 
results from a 1948 United Nations 
re solution partitioning Palestine 
into two nations--one a homeland for 
Jews , one a homeland for Pale stinian 
f,rabs. Therefore , any expans ion of 
Israel beyond the originally designat­
ed borders is illegal under modern 
international law. The Palestinian 
Arabs were never allowe d to have an 
independant state as designe d by the 
partition , be cause Egypt took over the 
Ga za strip ,  and Syria and Jordan took 
over the We st Bank . International 
law would di ctate Israel ' s  return to 
its original boundarie s ,  and the es­
tablishment of an independant Pales­
tinian state on the West Bank and the 
Gaza strip .  

Israel also claims biblical authority 
for oc cupation of the West Bank. Yet 
modern Israel contains only two tribes 
of the twe lve tribes of Israe l- -and 
only Judah had any claim on land , 
none of it anywhere near the West 
Bank . The other ten tribes are " lost " 
to hi story. There is  no way that the 
biblical Israel can therefore be re ­
store d ,  and there is  no way that Judah 
can lay claims to all of Pale stine , 
by e ither actual sovereignty (they 
never occupie d  the West Bank) , length 
of sovereignty (Pale stine was occupi ed 
by Mus lim empire s longer than by · 
Israel) , or length of oc cupancy ( non­
Jews were the re just as long) . · 
The kind of autonomy that Israel wants 
the Pale stinians to have se ems to be 
pretty token indeed . I know of no 
autonomy anywhere that is  this limit­
ed . The Pale stinians cannot legislate 
or h<:.ve their own courts . All they 
can do is admini ster Israeli laws and 
enforce them, but only among Pale s ­
tinians , not among Jews o r  betwe e n  
Jews and Pale stinians . I n  confli cts 
with Jews or Israe l ,  their land can 
be confiscate d with no pretext and 
they wi ll be arre ste d by Israeli pol­
ice , tried in Israeli courts , and be 
sentenced to serve in Israeli jails , 
where torture of Pale stinians is  
reporte dly rampant . They are con­
stantly being crowded into smaller 
pieces of land to make way for new 
settlements and roads . Pale stinian 
refugees will be given no right to 

repatriation (return) OR compensa ­
tion . Is thi s autonomy , or just the 
shadow of it? 

The United States stymi ed a U.N. 
resolution c:'llling for self -deter ­
mination for the Pale stinians. It 
�as alone in doing this . Why? This 
re solution may be the only way to 
bring the Palestinians into the peace 
l)roce ss and pave the road towards 
peace . If we v2to it , we wi ll be 
signaling to Israel and to the world 
that Israel can be as intrans igent and 
stubborn as they see  fit and we will 
still support them. We coul d use our 
leverage (a id , di plomatic support , 
etc . )  to influence Israel to be. more 
realisti c ,  but w2 do not . This rea�­
ism woul d al so be in I srael ' s  
interest , because it holds the most 
hop e for a real peace, 

The PLO has be en making signifi can� 
conce ssions late ly , but Israe l ha s 
not. The Chri stian Science Monitor 
reported from Vienna that "analysts 
be�ieve that Mr . Arafat indicate d 
readiness to re cogni ze the state of 
Israe l in return for a Pale stinian 
state in �he occupi ed West Bank and 
Gaza Strip area," On the other hand , 
Israel has changed its policy in the 
opposite dire ction . Their cabinet 
just voted to never negotiate with the 
PLO , even if they recognize I srael ' s  
right to exist. 

--David Burdette 

r------------------� 
: Keep on keepin' on 
I 
I Dear Post-Amerikan , 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

How good it is  to have a mag that 
tells it like it is . I have just read 
the issue about that bus fire whi ch a 
fri end of mine got some lung damage . 
All I can say is  keep on keepin ' on . 

R . E .  Danville , Ill . 

I P . S .  Got anything on MEG in Danvi lle , I Vermi llion County? I 
I P . s . s .  I ' m glad I subscribe d .  

�-� ....................................................... � 

CoH•ae & Linden 
11ot111alRllnois 



Advice 

t o  single m others 

Dear Post-Amerikan 

I would like very much to speak out 
on the dilemma of being a single 
mother. Not a divorced mother, a 
single mother. I became a single 
mother in November of •77. I had 
lived with the child's father for 
about 3 years. When I got pregnant, 
he decided he didn't want me anymore. 
So, I was faced with having to bring 
the child up by myself. 

I got a job as a cocktail waitress 
working 5 & 6 days a week. I couldn't 
support myself & my child on the 
money I made. I had too much pride 
to turn to my family, or to Public 
Aid. I ' m now in Dwight Correctional 
Center because I turned to illegal 
ways to make money to support myself 
and my son. I'm only 22 years old, 
and here I am with J� years, and 
without the child that I tried so 
hard to support by myself. 

I'm now labeled as a criminal. I 
just want to point out how hard it 
is to support a child by yourself. 
I see so many women who are here for 
basically the same thing. We never 
hurt anyone or anything, we just tried 
to survive. 

Now I have a label on me that will be 
there for the rest of my life. 
And why? Because I tried to give 
the one person I love very much 
the things he n�eded. Please, if 
you are or get in the same 
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: Alert c onsumer : 
I I 
1 wards off rip- off : 
I I I Dear Post-Amerikan Staff 1 : 
I I just recently have started reading I I the Post and I appreciate your efforts I I to serve the public, that is, to I I deliver the truth. I : I was wondering if you print consumer I 

watch articles; for instance, last I I Thursday I had car trouble as I I I reached ISU union parking lot. My car I I was overheating. After classes I 
I stopped at the Standard station on the I 
I corner of Locust and Main, where an I 
I employee added antifreeze and water to 

my radiator. We both noticed what II seemed to be a leak in the upper 
I radiator hose; at that point, owner 
I of the station Terry Heinz came over 

I to assist and told me most definitely 

I the water pump was bad. 

I I asked Mr. Heinz if it could be the 
hose and he said that wasn't the 
problem. He then estimated the cost 
to be $62.00 to fix the water pump. 

I stopped at Bloomington Machine and 
Auto Parts on the way home where the 
clerk was nice enough to put on a new 
radiator hose for me and showed me the 
hole in the old one; thus, the problem 
was solved for $4.61. I 

Bus fire victim 

responds 
Dear Post, 

I got a copy of the Post-Amerikan 
tonight in my mail; I read the in-depth 
article written by your press--I have 
to say--quite a cast of characters! 

I especially like Michael Lane's 
explanation of the "cause" of the 
bus incident. 

Your persistant efforts to get through 
to the Public Information Office and 
later to M. Lane have got to be 
admired greatly also. 

At this time several things have 
happened. I went to the Prisoner's 
Review Board (Parole Board), and I have 
signed a contract with a law firm in 
Chicago to handle my law suit against 
the state of Illinois. 

The P.R.B.--they talked real good to 
me, but frowned on my idea of suing 
the state. Hence, parole revoked, and 
a year to think about it. But, I'm 
still working on some plans to put that 
date closer. 

That plan would be applying to gain a 
year-and-a-half of statutory good time 
credits that were revoked from the 
sentence before I made parole. In 
doing that, I could be very well 
released tomorrow--so to speak. 

I have seen a doctor here about 
persistant headaches and tension in my 
neck. Now, they give me two big 
Darvons a day--doesn't do a whole lot 
of good, but--what to expect. predicament I was in, turn to someone 

or some agency for help. Swallow the 
pride that wants you to make it by 
yourself. I know so many mothers that 
sell dope or steal just to keep a roof 
over their children's heads, and food 

It is unfortunate that so many people 
are so eager to rip off the next guy. 
I really feel the unethical business 
practices of people like Terry Heinz 
should be exposed and the kindness of 
the clerk at Bloomington Machine and 
Auto Parts should be commended. 

1
1 I hope you will continue to send the 

Post-Amerikan to my cell door. I 
I Thank you for your time. 

"i.n� thei:r"rtrouths. Thl:r\k -twice before 
you do it. It's not worth it! 

I hope you print this for the sake of 
so many young ladies, like me. 

I 
I 
I 

I· Maybe the Post could do a monthly I 

Sincerely, 
D. Sid Faulkner 

column on Rip-offs Around Town. I I -"F--�''-r--'---r-..L�--..--iP1------,��...---L_�·�'�. Vanessa VanHorn I I 
N 7 5 Thank you for your time. o oo I I 
Box C I · 1 Dwight, IL 60420 : --Dawn Dollnig I 

________________________________________ , 
Rape Crisis Center i 

I 

ready to help 
The Rape Crisis Center of McLean 
County, despite many rumors to the 
contrary, is still alive and well 
and ready to help victims of sexual 
assault. 

The rumors of the RCC's demise are 
due to the breakdown of merger talks 
between the Rape Crisis Center and 
Countering Domestic Violence. In 
all probability, the merger between 
the two groups will not take place. 
What this means to the RCC is that 
it loses one part-time paid employee 
and most of its funding. So it is 
back to square one. 

The RCC has only had a paid staff 
member for one year and has only 
had substantial grant money for 
two years. But the RCC has been in 
existence since January 1974 and has 
offered 24-hour hotline service since 
September 1974, so all the loss of 
staff and money means is that the 
volunteers will have to work a little 
harder. It does not mean that the 
service will suffer. 

legal help and referrals to the 
victims of sexual assault, their 
families and friends. 

···················r ··· ... ]0% of the assau t 
victims received at Bos­
ton City Hospital, for 
instance, are women who 
have been attacked in 
their homes, usually by 
a husband or lover. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The center also offers a speaker's 
bureau to classes and clubs in 
McLean County. An honorarium is 
usually asked for, but they will not 
turn down any group because of lack 
of funds. They understand all too 
well about the lack of funds. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
volunteer for the Rape Crisis Center, 
a training session/ workshop will be 
held March 22 and 23. The main 

The Rape Crisi� Center provides a purpose of the session is, of course, 
telephone hotline a�d an outreach to train potential volunteers. But 
.team of

_,p
aF.§l-J,?ro!rssionals who a:e on _if vou would just ,J.ike to know more 

��;;i�: �:�:io���l������r: . ��ey<-'·�-b�t'°' rapeA;•·co'me''any\Vfy;.,.�··CIITt'·-'""" 

·-------------------­
PATH and ask for the RCC to get more 
information. 

The board members and volunteers of 
the Rape Crisis Center would appreci­
ate your spreading the word that it 
still exists. It was started on the 
guts and determination of a small 
group of women, and it will continue 
by the same means. 

To contact the Rape Crisis Center 
just call PATH at 827-4005 and ask 
for the RCC. They are there to talk 
and to listen whenever you need 
someone. 

--Deborah 
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The Draft. 

That ugly, frightening string-wart 
word is again rife in our vocabulary, 
sending shivers down the spines of 
young Americans. 

A person could try and plan their 
life, think about maybe getting a 
job, staying in school, perhaps 
getting tight with a sweetie. And 
then--the Draft--and suddenly life 
and decisions are irrelevant, subject 
to the whims of Uncle Sam's foreign 
entanglements. 

Others might answer that "it's your 
duty," but those are odd words for a 
country founded on belief in 
individual liberty. 

As we talk about the brave patriots, 
Washington, the American Revolution, 
etc., we should remember that many of 
those early patriots were draft 
dodgers. 

Draft dodgers? "The shot heard 'round 
the world" at Lexington and Concord 
could well have been fired by some­
one who was only in America to evade 
his ma jesty's conscription. 

11 .... �P WE CA\...L. "'fl.1\S OUR 'GENIUS BOMB'- IT CAN DO EVeRYi"l-llNG "THE.. 'SMAR\ SOMS' DOES ANO l�EN ISSUE rlS OWN OENIAl-61011-\'C. PRESS!" 

For the past several months, the 
world situation has been changing, 
becoming increasingly complex. The 
US response has so far been 
restrained, but it is not surprising 
that in his January State of the 
Union message, President Carter 
announced, "We will fight." 

Behind the low profile, American 
officials have been whipping up an 
intense and terrifying nationalism to 
prepare the country for war. 

The mainstream media are cooperating, 
with their huge headlines hysterically 
screaming, "America Held Hostage! " 
There are no headlines, even unsensa­
tional ones, when US intervention 
helps topple a foreign government 
unsympathetic to the US rich and 
powerful. US schemers helped force 
the bloody Shah on Iran's people, 
certainly an atrocity much greater 
than the taking of American hostages. 

Along with nationalism comes racism. 
Iranians in the US are the targets of 
college demonstrations and unconstitu­
tional deportation. Dark-skinned 
foreign students presumed to be 
Iranian are the victims of violence 
and harassment in restaurants and 
bars, on the streets and on campuses. 

As Canada was haven to Vietnam-era 
liberty lovers, so the good ol' 
U.S.A. was a haven for numerous Irish, 
Scottish, and British lads. In fact, 
we fought a war against Britain in 
1812 in part because the British navy 
insisted on its right to conscript 
sailors, even those on American ships. 

America the draft dodgers' haven 
didn't end with the Revolution. 
Numerous young Prussians and Bavarians 
came here to evade the Kaiser's army, 
not to mention Slavs escaping the 
Austro-Hungarian emperor, and 
Russians, especially Jews and 
religious minorities, skipping the 
Czar's oppression. 

The draft came to America with good 
ol' Abe Lincoln, who instituted it by 
executive order in 1862. It took 
Congress a year to approve his action. 
The popular reaction to Abe's move was 
more immediate. In 1863 draft riots 
shook the nation: 1200 were killed in 
New York City and troops were sent to 
over 200 cities. 

World War I introduced the lottery 
system and very strict repression of 
anyone who spoke out against the war. 
Many were imprisoned for draft 
resistance, and even saying that war 
was immoral could merit a prison term. 

Barely, by one vote in Congress the 
nation's first peacetime draft �as 
instituted in 1940. Draftees were 
limited to one year's service and 
could not be sent abroad. 

This draft was expanded in World War 
II and was followed by the 1948 draft 
law, which is still on the books. 
According to that law, the president 
can order registration but needs 
Congressional approval to begin 
military induction. 

The unpopular Vietnam War required 
numerous draftees to feed the U. S. 
war machine. 

Like 1863, this draft met massive 
resistance, not to mention the war 
that required it. Draft evasion was 
marked by protest marches, destruction 
of draft files, and in some cases 
violent acts against military 
structures. 

It also marked a growing awareness of 

possible draft evasions, ob jections, 
and resistance. Draft counseling 
centers sprang up around the nation 
in the sixties, where young people 
learned their options. 

The new registration and potential 
draft might be very different. But 
based on past experience, here are a 
few possible options an individual 
might consider. 

To register or 

not to register 

The first question anyone has to ask 
themselves is whether or not they are 
going to register for the draft. 

During the �ast draft, failure to 
register meant a potential 5 years 
in prison and a $10,000 fine. 

Before you are prosecuted for not 
registering, they have to find out 
that you didn't. In the past (but 
not necessarily in the future), the 
Selective Service System was under 
the Privacy Act, which meant they 
could not look at high school or other 
records to see who was of age. 

Selective Service will use the 
computer facilities of Internal 
Revenue Service and the Social 
Security Administration to identify 
the original pool of draft eligible 
youth. Those between 23-26, who 
registered previously, might also be 
required to re-register, since all 
past registration records have been 
destroyed. 

Failing to register brings the risk 
of imprisonment and fines. If they 

Why I oppose the,draft 
And now, with the Soviet action in 
Afghanistan, the Cold War has once 
again ignited, and with it the 
beginnings of red-baiting and 
American commie-phobia. 

Again, the media cast America as the 
good guy in the white hat and Russia 
as the villain in the black suit, as 
if communist countries have a corner 
on the profitable market of invading 
and exploiting other nations. 

It is incredible to me that Viet Nam 
had so little lasting effect on our 
national consciousness and self-image. 
How many of us have forgotten, or 

--

never really believed, that the US 
was the aggressor--the guy in the 
black suit--in that war just 10 
years ago? 

The media are not often interested in 
showing how US profiteers work over 
vulnerable countries. Instead, we 
hear about threats to "our" oil 
fields on foreign soil. 

Carter has committed America--you and 
me--to preparing for a new war with 
the same arrogance that US presidents 
committed us to the Viet Nam war, 
without Congressional approval and 

virtually without the knowledge of the 
American public. 

All of our lives will change as US 
foreign involvement changes,whether 
we consent to these changes or not. 
Some of us will gain; most of us 
will lose. 

Knowing this, we must choose to 
consent or resist. Being neutral is 
not an option, especially for anyone 
who is, or who cares about anyone who 
is, between 18 and 21. But the draft 
and a war will also affect how much 
money we have, what work we �o, what 
social services we have, what 
diseases become epidemic, which drugs 
hit the streets, how much privacy we 
have, the social position of women and 
people of color, how much more fear 
and hostility we live with in our 
daily lives. 

Although the US president can order 
registration on his own, especially 
in the case of national emergency, the 
issue has gone to the House and Senate 
for debate and passage first. Last 
year, when compulsory military service 
was tacked onto two Military Appropri­
ations bills, it was soundly defeated. 
But with the shifting "mood of the 
nation," and des:pit� t?�_J:ac:t that.at 



options 
don't find you, the draft won't touch 
you. Common experience in the past 
was that if someone didn't register, 
the following would probably happen: 

Knock-kno ck. 

( Young person, Joe Young, comes to 
do or, Po st-Amerikan in hand): 
"Hello." 

( Two men in grey suits and with a dark 
colored sedan parked out front, flash 
"badges):- "FBI. Are you -Jo e Young?" 

"Yes." 

"We have notic ed that you have not 
registered for the Sel ective Servic e  
System." 

( Joe acts  stupid and coy): "The 
what?" 

"The Selec tive Servic e System. 
draft. You didn't register." 

The 

"Oh, they never called me and asked 
me to come there and do that." 

"Do you realize that you are running 
the risk of  a potential 5-year 
imprisonment and $10,000 fine for the 
felony act of failure to register?" 

"Oh, go sh golly, I didn't know that." 

"You, Joe Young, have done a naughty 
no-no. Report to your draft board the 
first thing in the morning, or we will 
be forced to pro secute." 

"Oh, thank you so much. Would you 
nice sirs like one of these funny 
brownies before you go?" 

This is a common scenario. However, 
if you have been active in anti-draft 
demonstrations or vo cal on the issue, 
it might be hard to play dumb. But 
don't ever let the FBI intimidate you 
into saying much of anything. 

Even if this should happen, you should 
still que stion whether or no t you are 
going to register. You then s eriously 
run the risk of prison and a fine. 

I f  millions of young people choo s e  
draft resistance, i t  can overlo ad the 
criminal justice system and over­
crowd the already too-crowded jail s 
and pris ons. 

These sentences look stiff, but they 
c an vary too. In the South, the full 
fine was frequently levelled. 

But in more liberal places, like New 
York, Massachusetts, or the West 
Coast, o ften the sentence was only 
six months, parole, or a sentence to 
do al ternative service at a community 
facility. 

Registering or no t registering is an 
important choice to make. And if 
millions d6n't register, the govern­
ment machinery will be clogged. 

Sel ective Service is founded on the 
no tion that ever·yone will voluntarily 
register. They do not have a 
competent system to deal with massive 
refusal to register. 

Co nscie ntious objector 

A Conscientious Objector (C.O.) is 
someone who is oppo s ed to war on 
moral, religious, or e thical grounds. 

• • and you should too! 
least one Senator has promised to 
block the bill, registration will 
almo s t  certainly be reinstated. 

The purpose of "peacetime registra­
tion" is to prepare for the draft. 
The purpose of the draft is to pre­
pare for war. Following registration, 
there is a selection process, which 
traditionally zeroes in on blacks and 
the poor. Those  selected rec eive a 
number, and when that number is 
called, they are drafted. 

I t  is still undecided by tho se white 
men who decide these things whe ther 
women will be assigned to actual 
combat. If so, we women have 
increased horrors ahead of us. As 
women, we already live in a war zone, 
but the dangers o f  being so clos.e to 
men in an intensified, violent 
situation are magnified. This is 
e specially complicated by the macho 
militaristic ego s of many men in the 
s ervice who will be threatened by the 
presence of women in their ranks. The 
sometime s violent hazing of women 
c adets at West Point is a warning of 
things to come. 

And how will women taken as prisoners 
of war be treated? All we have to do 
is consider the brutal treatment o f  
women in Chile arrested for political 

crimes to understand the awful 
implications. 

The implications of international war 
in this decade are horrifyingly 
unbelievabl e. First, there is the 
threat o f  nuclear war, a threat that 
increase s  wildly as more nations get 
nuclear weapons. ( The US is uncertain 
about how many countrie s have nuclear 
arms. Pakistan, a nation likely to 
become involved in a Middle Eastern 
war, now has untested nuclear bombs.) 

Furthermore, the US now has the 
neutron bomb, designed to kill people 
without destroying land and buildings. 
I t  could be used against oil-rich 
areas to preserve tho se resources. 

And it is unlikely that if one nuclear 
bomb were used, that on�y one would be 
used, that only one nation would be 
destroyed. In fact, is it likely that 
anyone would survive? And if so, what 
kind of life would be left? 

Even if nuclear weapons are no t used, 
war in thes e  times will be dramatic­
ally different. The Middle East, the 
area mo st  likely to become an inter­
national battleground, is already 
heavily armed with sophisticated 
weaponry. To talk about war in that 
are a  is to talk about global suicide. 

About the cover ... 

If you ' re a faithfu l long­
time reade r, you may 

r e c o gni z e  the d rawing 
on the c ove r. 

We u s e d  it during 
the Vie tnam war, 
on the front of 
our Octob e r  19 72 
i s sue . We hope 
s omeday it wil l  
be ob s o l e t e . 

In the past, C.O . 's were generally 
granted to members of Peace Churches 
(Quakers, Mennonites, Brethren) but 
during World War II were opened to 
all religions. During Vietnam, after 
numerous difficul t court cases, this 
was changed again to include C.O.'s 
on political, philosophical, or 
humani·stic grounds. 

Getting a C.O. is no easy process. If 
you are considering this, you should 
begin now. If registration begins, 
you should probably register, but be 
sure to write on the registration 
?ard, even if there is no pl ace for 
it, that you are a conscientious 
objector. 

In the past, there were three 
questions a C.O. had to answer: 

' 
1) Describe the beliefs which are the 
basis for your claim for classifica­
tion as a Conscientious Objector, and 

continued on next -page 

I t  is a cliche of some US war 
pro teste rs that, "when the c ommunists 
land in California, that's when I'll 
fight." Ever since the Europeans did 
it to the Indians and then entrenched, 
it has been absurd to think that a 
hostile nation's forces could ever 
again invade and take possession o f  
this huge country. Now, however, we 
face the definite po ssibility that if 
we go to war we will lose California, 
no t to o ccupation but to annihilation. 
And Oregon, and Nevada, and Illinois. 

The irony with this war, as with most 
wars, is  that massive numbers of 
people will die for a system that 
never supported them in the first 
place. Women without the ERA and 
teenagers who can't legally drink 
al cohol get to die in a doomed attempt 
to increase the power of the men who 
deny them their rights. I say 
"doomed" because I don't believe any 
country c an win a world war. 

We canno t win this war, and we will 
not fight this war! 

--Andrea Bauer 

P.S. Thanx to Constance Perenyi of 
Big Mama Rag , from whose excellent 
article I plagiarized 90% of this one, 
Kurt Vonnegut, and Holly Near. 
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continued from preceeding page 

whe ther tho se beliefs would permit 
you to s erve in a noncombatant 
po sition in the armed forces . 

2) De scribe how you acquired these 
beliefs . 

J) Describe how your beliefs affect 
the way you live , and the type of  
work you do  or plan to do . 

A c . o .  should have J-4 written pages 
of  answers for each of  these , plus 
letters from cl ergy, teachers ,  
friends , civic leaders ,  etc . , veri­
fying that you do strongly hold these  
beliefs and practice them.  

In· your statement , list any churches 
or organizations you belong to that 
are anti-war . Do not write what you 
might do in a pas t or future war: 
that is irrelevant . A c . o .  is 
someone opposed to all war right now .  

Never u s e  the words PERSONAL , MERELY , 
PURELY PERSONAL or ESSENTIALLY . 

Once you have compl eted your state­
ment , send a copy to NIBSCO 
(National Interreligious service 
Board for c . o . , 550 Washington Bldg . , 
15th and New York Ave . N . w. , Wash­
ington n . c .  20005) ; they will file it , 
which will help with your claim and 
a counselor there will evaluate what 
you have written and reply to you. 

Bear in mind that being a c . o .  do e s  
n o t  let you o f f  scot-free . You are 
still required to do some kind of 
national servic e .  There are two 
kinds of c . o . ' s , nonc ombatants and 
civilian . 

Noncombatants do serve in the armed 

xxx 

"Sure. we c'm blow Ull the world, but i f  the Russian& Cnn blow tip the world twice, we're l!oncrs" 

forces , but in non-combat role s ,  
like being a medic . They are still 
a part of the military and sub j ect 
to military rule . 

A civilian c . o .  is often required to 
perform alternative service in a 
ho spital or community center , for 
low pay and usually for a set length 
of time (like 2 years). 

A c . o .  can be a time-consuming but 
worthwhil e option . Be ready to 
stand up for what you believe in . 

Mora l disqua l ificatio n 

(t he Group W Be nc h )  

You are morally unfit t o  serve in the 
u . s .  armed forces if you have been 
convicted of a viol ent crime (an 
interesting contradiction in terms). 

Al so , if you are a known homosexual , 
you are morally unfit to kill . Card­
carrying members of the Communist 
Party or the Industrial Workers of  
the world (IWW , one of  the c ountry ' s  

oldes t  unions) are al so considered 
morally unfit for the armed services . 

Viol ent crime is not recommended as 
an option to prove that you are unfit 
to kill . However , if you are gay 
and proud this gives you ano ther 
reason for being so , or for coming 
out o f  the clo set . The IWW has 
memberships for any worker and 
now for student s , too , so if you 
want a littl e red card write to the 
IWW , 752 w .  Webster , Chicago , IL 
60614 . 

P hysical a n d  me nt a l  

d is qua lificatio ns 

This is a long and difficult list , 
but worth a little study . Again , 
like all the above recommendations , 
these may change with the new legis­
latio n ,  but here are j us t  a few . 

If you have a history of mental 
illne ss and treatment , you might be 
disqual ified from servic e .  

Numerous allergie s can gain a defer­
ment , including allergies to wool or 
pollen (this can vary ac cording to 
the plant life where the Army is 
fighting) . Being a diabe tic can 
bring you a deferment . 

Old foo tball in juries , being too 
tall , too short , .  too fat , too thin , 
flat fe e t ,  missing limbs , etc . , are 
all useful in evading the draft . 
However , for all o f  the above 
physical and mental and moral dis­
qualifications , don ' t  expect to 
w�lk into the draft physical and 
have the USA discover them . They ' ll 
do their best no t to . I f  you think 

xxx 
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you are eligible for any of the 
above, begin collecting letters from 
psychiatrists, doctors, etc . ,  now ! 
so you have proof  of  your malady if 
you are called . 

E m migratio n a nd 

go ing undergrou nd 
These last two are very serious 
options, and should perhaps be 
considered only if all others are 
exhausted . 

Emmigration is difficul t .  "Going 
to Canada " might seem li:\Ce an e asy 
answer, but the Canadians are much 
stricter . Few immigrants are allowed 
to enter without either alre ady 
owning l and in Canada or having a 
j ob waiting . 

O ther countries might be considered, 
but remember, you are cutting your­
self off from people you know and 
plunging into a different culture and 
nation, where you might not be 
welcomed with open arms . •  
Going underground i s  ano ther draft 
option, but again, extremely 
difficul t .  It means cutting yourself 
off from everyone you know and love, 
leaving your home and going to a new 
place, getting a new i . d . ,  and 
perhaps moving frequently . The 
statute o f  limitations do es no t run 
out, and there are still Vietnam 
draft evaders underground today, 
living in fear of discovery . Expect 
to be  running for the re st o f  your 
life with this one . 

E nl ist me nt 
If you don ' t  want to be drafted and 
all the above sounds terribl e and 
unpatrio tic to you ,  and you believe 
in America and Big Oil, feel free to 
go enlist at the neare st military 
re cruiter . 

That ' s  your choice, and if you� . conscienc e tells you that servi� in 
the Army is a proud and moral thing, 
please do it . 

But don ' t  expec t  the rest of us to 
eagerly follow in your footsteps . 
Perhaps our conscience s  tell �s some­
thing el se and perhaps we believe war 
is immoral . In that case, a draft, 
which allows us no choice, is an 
infringement on our fre edom.  

It ain't l a w  yet 

All this talk o f  registration and the 
draft is scary, but remember, it ain't 
law yet . Write Congre ss, Carter, send 
telegrams, pro test, pass petitions 
encouraging the se elected officials 
no t to pass the funds necessary for 
registration. 

• 
' 

f. 

' ' 

' 

f 

i I 
i 
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This is an election year, and most 
politic o s  are overly sensitive to 
grass ro ots voices . So make yours 
heard . Write President Carter c/o 
the White House, Washington D . C .  
20500 ; Senators Percy and Stevenson 
c/o U . S .  Senate O ffic e Building, 
Washington 20510 ; and Repres entative 
Madigan c/o U . S .  House of Represen­
tatives, Washington 20515 . 

Public Opinion telegrams are only $2, 
if less  than 15 words . Call Western 
Union at 800-325-5100 and tell them 
you want to s end a public opinion 
telegram and to whom.  I t  will be 
delivered the next day and can be 
billed to your phone . 

Feel fre e  to call the Peace and 
Justice Coalition ( 452-5046) and ask 
for Mike . We ' ll be happy to try to 
answer any que stions we can about 
draft options . There are al so 

petitions available to be passed 
around and o ther items of currently 
avail abl e information . 

The be st  thing you can do with the 
draft is no t to ignore it . Don't 
think it can ' t  touch you, be cause it 
can, and it will affect your life in 
many ways . 

Be prepared . If you are thinking of 
any o f  these options, begin working 
on them now . And an effective 
campaign against draft and regis tra­
tion legislation now can save a l o t  
of  heartbreak later on. 

--MgM 
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As news me d i a  s t i r  up mi l i t a r i s t i c  
s e nt iments , C ar t e r  mo ve s to s t art up 
the draft ag�in , and the o i l  
comp an i e s  prepare the c ount ry t o  go 
to war to de fend the i r  int e re s ts , 
I l l ino i s  St ate Un i ve rs i ty i s  moving 
to do i t s s ma l l part . 

The un i ve rs i ty i s  ab out to approve 
the beginn ings of an ROTC program, 
to prepare o f f i c e r s  for the mi l i t� ry . 

A c ommi t t e e  o f  the un ivers i ty ' s  
academi c s enate vo t e d  to re c ommend 
approval of the new program , de spi te 
ob je c t i ons by the majo r i ty o f  
spe ake rs a t  two days o f  hear ings . 

Several  speake r s  warned that an ROTC 
program would  b e  a focal  po int for 
pro t e s t s , pos s ib ly b omb ings , i f  
another war s pawned the inev i t ab l e  
ant i - war movement o f  unpat r i o t i c  
s tudents unwi l l i ng t o  d i e  f o r  Exxon . 

No right to life 
Suit has be en fil ed against the 
Three Mile I sland nuclear plant ' s  
owners, operators, and manufac­
turers for the stillbirth of 
Perri Kick ' s  daughter last August . 
Kick lived just over three mil es 
from .the plant and was four months 
pregnant when the radiation leak 

.occurred . The suit charges the 
company with deliberat ely concealing 
information about the ext ent and 
seriousne ss of  the ac cident . 

- The Guardian:.. 

On the inside 
In a , 1978 l awsuit, an Alabama 
inmate tes tified that after 
prison do ctors set her broken 
leg in a cast , her leg itched 
exc essively . When doctors 
reluctantly agreed to remove 
the cast, they found roaches 
inside eating her leg . 

-Newsweek-

Downs Import Auto Service 
Does your im porte d  car suffer Vunder 
from these dread diseases? Bug ™ 

- Anxious A lternator 

- Broken Bra kes 

- Paine d Pistons 

- Senile Suspensio n 

No matter what ails your auto , 

we have the cure . 
Call  today for a diagnosis. 

378·4321' '' 
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While working as a "special employee" 
of the MEG undercover drug squad, 
Rodney Meyer used controlled substances 
frequently, sold drugs, entrapped 
defendants, and received income both 
from MEG and his illegal drug dealing. 

After five years of work as a 
profess ion al informant, Rodney Meyer 
told the Post-Amerikan about his sleazy 
but successful drug enforcement tactics 
in a Dec. 20 interview. · 

In late 1979, Meyer capped off his 
career as a snitch by making allega­
tions of unethical and sometimes 
illegal MEG tactics to investigators. 

But Meyer did not offer investigators 
the most damning evidence he has 
against �EG: himself and his tactics. 

Since the former snitch's grant of 
immunity from prosecution covers only 
actions Meyer took in the presence of 
MEG agents, Meyer has not told inves­
tigators the story which is printed 
here, which we have held until now 
as a condition of our interview. 

Meyer's latest undercover work--several 
months of living in Galesburg under 
the name Phil Carter--ended in Nov., 
when two batches of suppressed indict­
ments named dozens of the snitch's 
defendants. 

"I could probably get 99% of the 
people in Galesburg out of jail, 
Meyer told the Post-Amerikan. 

Meyer credits his success at getting 

Informers, 

agents 
'beyond. 
reproach' 

"These people have to be beyond 
reproach," Fulton County State's 
Attorney Tom Homer told the 
Canton Betterment Commission 
Feb. 4, refer.ring to MEG agents 
and informers. "They are given 
stringent tests by lie detectors 
and if they do not pass, they 
are not used," the prosecutor 
continued, according to a Feb. 
5 story in the Canton Daily 
Ledger. 

Homer was speaking on the "drug" 
problem." 

After stating that he had the 
"utmost re.

spect" for MEG and 
its Director Jerry LaGrow, the 
naive prosecutor praised the 
narcs' "high ethics." 

Homer told the Canton Better­
ment Commission that Fulton 
County "has a widespread 
problem with drugs." 

Homer also stated that most 
MEG arrests in Fulton County 
were for marijuana, which he 
cailed the "most prevalent 
drug used in Fulton County." 

MEG employee used drugs, sold dope to make cases 
in with drug users to what he calls 
"partying with the people." 

"I am the doper you always thought I 
was," Meyer told the Post-Amerikan. 
"I love my drugs." 

Meyer's favorite drug is crystal 
methedrine, but he will settle for 
most anything. In Galesburg, he 
settled for MDA, which was plentiful. 

"I probably spent $300-$400 a month on 
MDA in Galesburg," Meyer said. He 
said he bought from one person five 
times for MEG, got paid for it, but 
purchased MDA dotens of additional 
times just for his own consumption, 
although he did share it with the 
people he later busted. 

· SOf'tlf:oNf 
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The MEG informer also sold MDA. 

Meyer said he sold MDA to Galesburg 
resident Richard Mitchell twice: a 
gram and then a quarter ounce. 

Contacted by the Post-Amerikan, 
Mitchell confirmed Meyer's story. 
Mitchell says he has passed a lie 
detector test on his story that MEG 
employee Meyer was selling MDA. 

Meyer said he even subsidized 
his quarter-ounce sale to Mitchell. 

"I might have thrown in some extra 
bucks. I've done that a lot of times. 
I'll throw in ten, burn him the next 
day, make fifty, you know what I 
mean? It all works out," Meyer said. 

I didn't know what he meant, so he 
explained: 

"Say it costs $210," Meyer said. "He 
says 'I'm not gonna pay no more than 
$200.' Well I'll throw in the extra 
ten myself, let him go the difference. 
He will go 'well I know you're decent 
cause you sold this to me,' and I'll 
turn him the next day." 

"You mean you'll buy .from him, .. " I 
began to ask. 

"With an agent there," Meyer 
interrupted, laughing. 

"And then MEG will pay you $50 which 
is your going rate for chemical 
buys?" I asked. 

"Sleazy tactics, right?" Meyer 
laughed, and then laughed some more. 
"Like I tell ya, it's business." 

* * * * 

Meyer's selling dope while working for 
MEG is not new. A 1978 Post story 
.reported that Meyer was caught selling 
speed in 1974 while he was working for 
MEG. The Post-Amerikan interviewed 
former Tazewell County prosecutor 
Brett Bode, who explained that he 
dropped the dope sale charge against 
Meyer after the young snitch and his 
wife both passed polygraphs on their 
claim that Meyer's supervising MEG 
agent, Bill Stephens, had given tacit 
permission for Meyer to continue 
selling drugs. 

As Meyer recalled �t in 1979, Stephens 
attitude toward the snitch's dealing 
was "as long as I don't see it. Stay 
cool with the people, keep up with 
them." 

After throwing out the case against 
Meyer, Bode recalled chewing MEG out. 
"I made it clear that I wanted nothing 
more to do with Rodney Meyer or his 
cases," the former prosecutor told 
the Post-Am�rikan. 

Meyer didn't work for MEG again until 
1977. We don't know why MEG re-hired 
an informer who was caught sellin� 
dope while working, unless MEG still 
tacitly approved of the illegal 
tactics. 

Claiming to have experience as an 

MEG probe missed· most serious charges 
As the Post-Amerikan goes to 
press, MEG's "internal investi­
gation" of charges made by ex­
informer Rodney Meyer is close 
to an end. Peoria State's 
Attorney Mike Mihm will present 
his findings to the MEG Board 
of Directors Feb. 28. 

Previous comments by Mihm indi­
cate that he does not believe 
some of the ex-snitch's allega­
tions, while other charges boil 
down to the informer's word 
against an agent's. 

Because Rodney Meyer could not 
get immunity from prosecution 

Learn 

these 

faces 
These MF.G agents may have changed 

their appearance since these photos 

were taken, so be alert. From left 

to right, these secret police are: : 
John Linden, Stephen Reeter, and 

Sam Walley. Reeter's and Walley's 

photos were taken in Dec."79; Linden's· 

in spring 1979. 

for actions he did outside 
the presence of MEG agents, 
investigators never heard 
the heaviest and most 
damning evidence against 
MEG: Meyer himself, and 
the fact that MEG hired him 
for five years. 

An adjoining article details 
Meyer's drug taking and dope 
dealing, which he said made 
him a more effective and 
productive informer. 

While Meyer was playihg 
double agent, secretly giving 
information to the Post-

Agent Lin.den 

Amerikan, he turned over some 
solid information which we 
have been able to corroborate 
independently. He also made 
some exaggerated claims against 
MEG which he had trouble back­
ing up with specific details. 

When Meyer could be pinned down 
to specifics, most of the 
allegations he made to the Post­
Amerikan, even if true, are 
relatively minor compared to the 
overwhelmingly outrageous--
and true--fact that someone 
like Rodney Meyer was hired for. 
five years to enforce the law 
and testify in court. 

State's Attorney Mike Mihm 
says investigators finally 
distilled from Meyer's inter­
views a list of 13 allegations 
that were specific enough for 
the ex-snitch to take a poly­
graph, which he finally did. 
But Mihm wouldn't reveal the 
iesults, nor would he say 
what specific accusations 
against MEG Meyer made to 
investigators. 

Some information from the 
Post-Amerikan's interviews 
with Meyer is printed here; 
more will wait until next 
issue. 

Agent Reeter 
. Agent Walley 

informer in New Orleans, Baton Rouge 
and Houston under his belt when he 
returned in 1977, Meyer talks as though 
he had become "professional." 

"I was pretty much on the up and up 
when. I came back in '77," Meyer told 
the Post. "I knew the area, knew the 
ropes, and did a lot of good clean 
deals." 

"I didn't really become an entrapper 
until I worked in Southern Illinois," 
Meyer said, referring to his stint for 
the Carbondale-based MEG from summer 
'78 through Feb . . '79. 

Meyer said he sold a full ounce of LSD 
to a man he later busted in Southern 
Illinois. 

What made Meyer switch from being a 
legitimate straight-sho�ter snitch to 
a wheeler-dealer who entrapped 
defendants? 

"Taking care of number one," Meyer 
replied. "As long as I was becoming 
one of the people, I was turning them 
left and right, and that was the only 
way we survived, wasn't it Teresa?" 
His wife nodded. "It's my bread and 
butter. If I don't make the deal, I 
don't eat. In other words, if I didn't 
go out and party with them, we'd have 
done been starving to death and died." 

"Money is the name of the game," Meyer 
continued. "I'm a snitch. I started 
out for a few extra bucks and a few· 
extra beers, now I'm a snitch as a 
business. It's my job. I was· making 
$1000 to $1500 a month for a while in 
Galesburg." 

"I'd like to leave a message for future 
snitches," the professional informer 
went on. "I'd like to tell 'em, be a 
snitch, but be a crooked one." 

* * * * * 

After getting caught in 1974, Meyer 
says he kept his drug dealing secret 
from the MEG agents h� worked with. 

But he suspects that agents sometimes 
had to have known he was high. 

Sometimes they did, judging from the 
few written reports Meyer has pre­
served from his 1977-78 MEG work--the 
period he claims to have been 
relatively straight. 

Occasionally, Meyer's brief report of 
a drug transaction will include the 
note that he "simulated" ingesting 
some drug in the suspect's and agent's 
presence. 

"I don't simulate nothing," Meyer told 

Rodney Meyer 
After an unprecedented five years employment as a 

professional informant for MEG, Rodney Meyer 

admits that he is a heavier drug user--and dealer-­

than many of the people he worked to set up. 

Galesburg Free Voice publisher Mike 
Richardson. "If it says I simulated 
it, I did it." 

* * 

Although investigators would like to 
distinguish between Rodney Meyer's 
actions on his own, and Meyer's actions 
in concert with MEG agents, the 
distinction is meaningless. 

Meyer worked for MEG longer than any 
agent, had more experience in under­
cover work, moved from town to town 
at MEG's expense, was "loaned" to 
another MEG unit, was trusted to make 
buys and testify in court. Meyer's 
actions are MEG's actions. 

Jerry LaGrow re-hired Meyer in 1977, 
knowing that the snitch was a drug 
user who had already been caught 
selling dope while working for MEG. 
LaGrow must take responsibility for 
the fact that his employee of five 
years was selling dope again while 
supposedly enforcing the law against 
selling dope. 

--Mark Silverstein 

MEG clamps down· on 

. drug· using employees ... depending 

Have informants given up drugs? 
That is the question a grand 
juror in Fulton County asked 
of MEG Agent Terry Ziegenbein 
in June, 1978. Here is his 
reply, taken from the court 
file for case 78 cf 80: 

"They are supposed to, and 
we keep a pretty tight rein on 
most of our informants, but 
we can't watch them 24 hours 
a day, you know. Why a person 
would want to continue to use 

drugs and work for us, I really 
don't know why he would, 
because if we caught him, he 
would be in instant trouble, 
and we have got a lot of 
people with a lot of ears to 
the ground, and we hear a lot 
of things, and if we even 
suspect that one of our infor­
mants was still using or even 
dealing, we would put the 
clamps on him or her, depen­
ding on who it was." 
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M E G  bou g ht a lco hol for mi no rs, e x -infor me r s ays 

MEG agent and snitch pass 
"We are a l l ow e d  in a 2 4 - hour p e r i o d  
thr e e  dr inks . I don ' t  a lways drink 
a l coho l . I f  s ome one b uy s  me a drink , 
then you are for c e d  t o  do i t , o r  i f  
the b a rt ende r may b e  s omeone you 
mi gh t  be int e r e s t e d  in i n  a pro fe s s i on­
al manne r ,  you wou l d  dr ink . No rma l ly , 
you would ge t a 7 - Up or s ome thin g . "  

- - ME G agent Mark W i l l i ams , 
te s t i fy i n g  und e r  o ath in c a s e  
7 8 c f8 0  in June , 1 9 7 8 , b e fo r e  the 
Ful ton County grand j ury . 

"We neve r drank on ly thr e e  dr inks o r  
l e s s - - ne ve r .  We ' d  s t art at 5 or 6 a t  
n i gh t  and c l o s e  t h e  b ar s  and then head 
t o  P e o r i a  where they w e r e  open 
unt i  1 4 . "  

-

- - fo rme r ME G in fo rme r Rodney Meye r ,  
spe ak in g  o f  h i s  unde rcover w o rk 
i n  Ta z ewe l l  County w i th Agent 
Wi l l i ams in the f a l l  of 1 9 7 7 .  

"Me and Mark Wi l l i ams , we spent almo s t 
a l l  that t ime working in T a z ewe l l  
County drunk , "  Rodney Mey e r  t o l d  the 
Pos t - Ame r ik an . 

Meye r was s o  l oaded dur i n g  one buy 
tha t  he d i dn ' t e ven rememb e r  a 
drug purchas e f ive hours l a t e r  when 
Agent W i l l i ams t o l d  him to w r i t e  the 
repo r t . S i nc e  Meyer coul dn ' t  remem­
b e r  the p urchas e , W i l l i ams d i c ta t e d  
t h e  report , a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  forme r 
ME G informe r . 

"Me and Mark W i l l i ams had to b e  
pay ing Je rry ( La Grow) b ack for 
OAF money we spent on dr inking , "  Meye r 
t o l d  the ' P o s t - Ame r ikan . OAF s tands 
for O f f i c i a l  Advanc e d  Funds , and 
repre s en t s  care ful ly account e d - for 
cash a l l o c a t e d  s pe c i fi c a l ly for 
" C o n f i den t i a l  Expendi t ure s " - - pur ­
chas e s  o f  drugs o r  in forma t i on . 

He and W i l l i ams went through $ 1 6 0  i n  
OAF funds , Mey e r  s a i d ,  dur ing o n e  w i l d  
e ve n ing o f  dr inking and partying w i t h  
two fema l e  i n fo rmers f r o m  C anton that 
s t arted in b ar s  and ended at a party 
a t  one of the s n i tche s ' hous e s . I n  

According to Rodney Meyer, MEG Agent Mark 
Williams (above) lied to a Fulton County grand 
jury about his drinking while working. 

Phone Jerry LaGrow: ( 309 ) 263-0762 
MEG b o s s  J e r ry LaGrow would l i ke fe e d ­
b ack from Pos t - Ame rikan r e aders . I f  you 
have any o p i n i ons ab out s e cr e t  pol i c e , 
l e t  LaGrow know by c a l l i n g  h i s  unl i s ted 
numb e r  ( ab ove ) at his  home i n  Mo rton , 
1 3 9  Oakwood S t . LaGrow i s  usual ly home 

and re ady to l i s te n  around 3 o r  4 AM . 
I f  you would pre fe r  t o  t alk t o  the he ad 
o f  the cove r t  nar c o t i c s  un i t  at h i s  
s e cre t o ff i c e , check out 6 0 0  Ab ingdon , 
Room 2 0 4  in P e o r i a ,  6 7 3 - 3 4 6 5 .  

looks like a 
community. 

l"Ook again. 
If you listen to the city fathers , the Pantagraph, the 
c i v  i c boosters and the phony speechmakers , you 
would think we lived in a 193 0 ' s  Hollywood set. But 
let ' s  look b e h i n d  the scenes . Each month since 
April 1972,  the Post-Amerikan h a s  b e e n denting 
that serene facade, printing the embarrass ing truths 
the city fathers would rather overlook . Take an­
o t h e r  look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to 
the Post-Amerikan. 

For the next 12 monthly issues ,  send $3 . 00 to Post­
Amerikan, PO Box 345 2 ,  Bloomington, 11. 6 1 7 0 1  . 

sleepy, serene 

Enc losed is $3 . 00 for the next 12 issues . 
(Free to prisoners from McLean County. ) 

name 
I 
I I -a�d�d-r_e_s_s-----------------------c�i�t-y------------s�t�a�t�e : 
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the bottle 
an inte rview w i th the Po s t , e x - in form­
er Martha S l ate r , who h o s t e d  the p a r ­
ty , con f i rme d much o f  Me ye r ' s  accoun t  
o f  t h a t  e ven in g ,  i n c l uding Agent 
Wi l l i ams a l l e ge d  s e xual l i as o n  w i th 
the o ther woman informe r . 

Be s ides  con s uming mo re a l cohol than 
the i r  own guide l in e s  pe rmi t , ME G 
agents common l y  commi t the c r i me o f  
i l l e ga l  t rans p o r t a t i o n  o f  a l coh o l . _  
On Feb . 1 ,  1 9 79 , P o s t repo r t e rs 
s urp r i s e d  two MEG agents and a s n i t ch 
in the middle  o f  the i r  undercove r  wo rk 
i n  B l oomington . Agent Mich ae l Wh i t e  
and in fo rme r R i ck Tho enne s w e re b o th 
carrying open b e e r  in the MEG c a r . 
"No t many agents don ' t  drink wh i l e  
they d r i ve , "  Mey e r  s a i d . 

MEG agents could a l s o  b e  charged w i th 
contributing  to the d e l inquency o f  a 
mino r , for s upplying a l cohol t o  unde r ­
a ge k ids . Though he w a s  o n l y  s e venteen 
when h e  b e gan w o rking fo r MEG ,  Rodney 
Mey e r  s ays h e  had b e e rs all the t ime 
w i th h i s  s up e r vi s o r ,  Agent B i l l 
Stephens . S t ephens b ought the b e e r s 
some t ime s , and J e r ry LaGrow e ve n  
bought Mey e r  a few b e e r s  wh i le the 
fledgl ing sni  t c�1 was unde rage , accord­
ing to Meye r .  

Agent S tephens and Mey e r  d i d  much o f  
the i r  unde rcove r  work a t  a b ar cal l e d  
t h e  Ko l i s s e um i n  Creve Coeur , whe re 
S t e phens condone d Meye r ' s u s i n g  
i l l e ga l  manufact ure d . phony ident i fi ­
cat ion . Je rry LaGrow , p o s i n g  a s  a 
s n i t ch working w i th Meye r ,  a l s o  was 
aware that Mey e r  pos s e s s e d  and u s e d  
fake I D s , wh i ch were not  i s s ue d  b y  
the Secre t ary o f  S t at e ' s  o ff i ce . 

During this  p e r i o d  o f  t ime in fa l l ,  
1 9 7 4 , Mey e r  s ay s  h e  w as he avi ly 
add i ct e d  t o  s pe e d ,  was de a l in g  heav­
i ly ,  and his  s upe rvi s in g  agent knew 
i t .  When Je rry LaGrow fina l ly b u s t e d  
Meye r fo r s e l l ing 3 0 0  h i t s  o f  s pe e d ,  
Mey e r  g o t  b i s  charge s dropp e d  b y  
p a s s ing a p o lygraph t e s t  ab out 
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the job 
S tephens ' g i ving "pe rmi s s i on "  t o  
Meye r t o  s e l l  s pe e d .  S t e phens 
res i gned from ME G a ft e r  his 1 9 76 con­
v i c t i on for ch i l d  mo l e s t i n g . 

I n  G a l e s b ur g  in 1 9 7 9 , Me y e r  t o l d  the 
Pos t - Arne r ikan , he , h i s  w i fe and ME G 
agen t John L inden thought nothing o f  
s upp l y i n g  al cohol t o  t e enage r s . . 
Meye r l i s te d  four youn gs t e rs who he 
s a i d  J ohn L inden b ought b e e r  fo r .  
" Th e n  they took us to the i r  d e al e rs , "  
Mey e r  s a i d .  "We s o rt o f  h o s t e d  an 
unde rage p a rty . We bo ught the b o o z e , 
and then got - - - - - and - - - - - b us te d .  
We s howe d the m ,  ' hey , we ' re cool  guys , 
we got  y ' a l l  b e e r . ' "  

"A l i t t l e  k i d would come to our door 
i n  the hous ing p r o j e c t s , and we ' d  g i ve 
h i m  b e e r , "  Meye r s a i d . " I  kn ow we 
gave b e e r  t o  1 3 - ye a r - o l ds . The re ' s  
no doub t ab out i t . And John L inden 
was t h e re t o o . "  

- - M .  S .  

To gain the confidence of Galesburg teenagers, 
ex-informer Rodney Meyer says he and Agent 
John Linden (above) bought the underage kids 
alcohol. 

Former prosecutor knocks investigat ions 
Indictments based on inves tigations 
by MEG are "often ill-advised, " 
Brett Bode, former Tazwell County 
prosecutor, told the Daily Pantagraph. 

Bode's comments appeared January 2J, 
in the third of a 4-part series on 
grand juries. 

Since many Pos t readers who follow the 
MEG is sue may have missed Bode's 
comments, we are reproducing them 
here : 

" Bode said grand jury indictments 
based on Multi-County Drug Enforcement 
Group ( MEG ) investigations are often 
ill-advised . "  

"He said agents sometimes have not 

taken enough care to be sure they have 
the correct name of a suspect. The 
fact d��g investigations take several 
months, involve numerous suspects and 
make use of informants of varying 
degrees of reliability does nothing 
for ac curacy. 

"A prosecutor often does not learn 
until after the indictment that the 
information is faulty. 

"The state's at torney can get a true 
bill ( an indictment) with any informa ­
tion regardless of ac curacy, Bode said . " 

Bode has seen MEG cases from both 
sides --as a prosecutor and as a 
defense' lawyer. 

Beware Mark Ward low 
A man i dent i fying hims e l f  as Mark 
Ward l ow contacted the Pos t - Ame r i kan 
i n  l ate J anuary and s ai d  he had b e e n  
asked to b e come a n  in forme r f o r  the 
Mu l t i - County Enfo rcement Group . 

Ward l ow s ai d  he ' d  b e � n  a profe s s i on a l  
informe r i n  t h e  p a s t  b u t  g ave i t  u p  
aft e r  h i s  l a te s t  emp l oyment for the 
I l l in o i s  Dep a r tment of Law Enforce ­
ment ' s  D i v i s i on o f  C r iminal I nve s t i ­
g a t i on ( DC I )  ended i n  a b atch of 
drug arre s t s  in S p r i ng f i e l d  in Augu s t  
1 9  79 . 

War d l ow s ay s  he went ahe ad ,  met  w i th 
ME G ,  s i gn e d  up as a s n i tch , and found 
out who they w anted h im to b us t .  

Ward l ow c l a imed he wasn ' t  g o ing t o  
actu a l l y  do any work fo r t h e  narc s , 
but wanted t o  s t r ing them a l ong , 
take them for as much money a s  he 
c ou l d , providing informa t i on t o  the 
P o s t - Ame r ik an at the s am e  t ime . 

War d l ow c l a imed MEG o f f e r e d  $ 5 0 0  i f  
h e  could s e t  up Po s t  repor t e r  Mark 
S i lve r s t e in . War d l ow c l a imed that 
MEG D i r e c t o r  Je rry LaGrow and other  
agents  sugge s t e d  framing S i lv e rs e t in . 
Ward l ow s a i d  the narcs a l s o  n amed 
others  they wanted him t o  i n t r oduce 
MEG agents to . 

To p rove h e  was i n  contact w i th MEG , 
Ward l ow i nv i t e d  Pos � r e p or t e r s  ove r  

on Feb . 1 ,  when Ward l ow s a i d  he was 
s chedu l e d  t o  te lephone the MEG o f f i c e . 
P o s t  reporters  me t Wardl ow a t  h i s  
g i r l fr i end ' s  ap artment , 1 6 1 2  B ryan , 
apt . B ,  in Norma l , whe re Ward l ow 
was l iv i ng . War d l ow s a i d  he was 
k e e p ing his a c t i v i t i e s  s e c r e t  from 
h i s  g i r l f r i end . 

P o s t  report e r s  d i d  l i s te n  in as  
Ward l ow d i a l e d  a P e o r i a  numb e r  
( 6 7 3 - 2 5 8 3 )  which we recogn i z e d  a s  
a MEG nurnb e r - - one that we had not 
pub l i sh e d  i n  the Pos t - Amer ikan . 
Us i n g  wha t  he c a l l e d  h i s  " c o de name , "  
Ward l ow p laced a c o l l e ct c a l l as  

. "Torn C ampbe l l . "  P o s t  reporters 
l i s tened a s  the MEG s e c r e t ary , w i th ­
out h es i t a t i on , accepted the charge s . 

Je rry LaGrow , howeve r , was not in the 
o f f i c e  a t  the t ime , she s ai d . Dur ing 
the conve r s a t i on , ano the r phone rang 
in the MEG o f f i ce . The s e c r e t ary 
came b ack on the l ine , s a id the other 
cal l e r  was Je rry LaGrow ca l l i ng in 
from h i s  home , and that LaGrow would 
t e l ephone "Tom Campb e l l " at his home . 

Po s t  reporters d i dn ' t  s t ay around to 
w a i t  for the ca l l . 

Al though at f i r s t  War d l ow s e emed 
e ag e r  to b r ing information to the 
attent i on of P o s t  r e p o r t e r s  ( and the 
who le re l at ionship was h i s  i de a) , he 
s oon b e c ame evas ive , m i s s ing app o i n t ­
ments w i th P o s t  p e o p l e  a n d  dodg ing 
phone c a l l s . 

War d l ow s t i l l  ma intained that he was 
not g o i ng t o  do any unde rcove r work 
for MEG . 

Howeve r ,  the Pos t - Ame ri kan has 
rece i ve d  o the r e v i dence wh i ch indi ­
c a t e s  that Ward l ow was w o rking for 
MEG in e ar l y  February . He may s t i l l  
b e  working for MEG . 

Skinny , dark - eyed , w i th c o l l ar - length 
dark ha i r , War d l ow has a r igh t 
forearm t a t t o o  i n  the form o f  an ankh 
( a  c r o s s w i t h  a l o op a t  the top) . 

- - Mark S i l ve rs te in 



Atheists save city money 
Post-Amerikan page 1 6  

A plastic Jesus recently created 
almost two months of comic uproar in 
Bloomington . 

This little fellow, along with the 
rest of his plastic gang ( mary, 
joseph, wise men , shepherds , two 
angels ( ( one hovering , one heralding ) ) ,  
a couple of sheep, and so on ) was the 
sub ject of at least a dozen Pant�graph 
articles, many letters-to-the -editor, 
a WJBC forum , three or four days of 
discussion on Problems and Solutions, 
theological speculations at the ci�y 
council, and even a few Post- Amerikan 
articles . 

The pious polyethel�ne pageant 
. squatted in grotesque glory outside 

the ACI building, across from the cop 
shop in Bloomington . The city paid 
$1 , 450 for this evangelical ?em , 
hoping that no one would notice the 
decidedly Christian symbolism and 
object to the expense, saying that �he 
city had spent money ( and a gob of it, 
at that ) for the glorification of the 
Christian religion . 

But both the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the Post-Amerikan noticed, 
and began squawking about the 
separation of church and state . 

The ACLU said that the city ' s  
pietistic purchase was clearly 

C a rt er's s py p r oj e c t  

B l oomington c i ty counc i l  
d i s cus s e s  na t iv i ty s c ene . 

unconstitutional .  Eventually , the 
city ' s  corporation attorney , David 
Stanczak , had to agree that legal 
precedents implied that plastic 
Christian symbols were, indeed, 
Christian , and were, therefore, 
religious , and should not be bought 
with public money . Stanczak said, 
"Unload the thing . "  

The city council decided to sell the 
scene , after heavy theological 
considerations which inc luded 
councilperson Jesse Smart ' s  complaint 
that "satanistic "  forces in the 
community were urging the sale of the 
manger scene, and Eva Jones ' 
contention that selling the spectacle 
smacked of banning prayer in the 
public schools . Jones, also a city 
councilperson, is quoted in the 
Pantagraph, saying, "They wanted 
prayer there. They took that out and 
replaced it with drugs . "  

Before Jones ' suggestion , Bloomington 
dopers hadn ' t  even considered urging 
the city to buy $ 1 50 0  worth of 
recreationa l drugs instead of 

When did you sto p 

be i ng a s py ?  
Jimmy Carter, his stand on human 
rights apparently forsaken for . the 
" good of the co�ntry, " ha� decided 
to make spies his new proJ ect. To 
this end and, ho�efully ( in his mind), 
to the end of spies, he wants to 
establish a secret court to hear . secret testimony from secret pol i ce 
about the secret activities of 
secret agents. This secret court . will decide whether or not our spies 
can tap the phones of, break into 
the homes and offices of, and open 
the mail of their spies.  Whoever 
"they " are . ---
In all pro ba bi li ty , "they " are the 
commies , those damn Ruskies. Better 
dead than red . 

Okay, I'm willing to admit that 
there are probably Soviet agents in 
the USA, and everywhere else . There 
are also probably Amerikan agents in 
the USSR and everywhere else. I have 
read too many spy novels not to 
believe that . 

But so what? I can't see that it 
makes any difference in my life . 
Who cares if a few trench-coated 
men sneak around watching each other 
with fountain pens and talk into 
Timex watches ? I don ' t. 

But I start caring v1hen anybody in 
Amerika, on the word of some 
secret pig , c an be spied on and 
stolen from . Of course they don't 
call it spying . They call it 
surveillance.  It's a much more 
civil term. And they don't c all 
it stealing, either. 

They call it "black bagging . "  A 
much more palatable word than grand 
theft or armed robbery , don't you 
think? 

Anyone suspected of being a spy is 
subject to this kind of treatment 
and harassment , according to 
Carter's plan. Anyone suspected of 
being a spy. Anyone suspected . 

Now , if you're a good spy , no one 
will ever suspect you . That ' s  the 

whole point of being a spy . And if 
they suspect you, either you're not 
a very good spy and they would be 
doing your country a favor by 
exposing you so your country could 
get a better spy over here, or 
you're not a spy at all . And the 
last is what worries me . 

I do not believe that Carter's plan 
is really aimed at inept Soviet 
agents ( if such a thing exists, 
'cause I don't believe in in�pt 
Soviet agents, either). I think the 
plan is a clumsy attempt to get 
those people who are a threat to the 
status quo . People, for instance ,  
who, unlike Carter, are genuinely 
concerned about human rights. People 
who are anti-draft . People who are 
pro-union . People who are anti-nuke. 
Or anti-church, or anti-state .  
People who are pro- choice. 

And pro-dope. And 
pro-revolution . People who either 
are or who hang out with people who 
are communists, socialists , 
feminists, gays , blacks, chicanes, 
orientals, aliens, immigrants, ex­
c ons, and the like. People like you . 
People l ike me. 

It terrifies me to think that with 
the quiet nod of some judge's 
head the phones of any Amerikan 
citizen can be tapped , their homes 
and offices broken into and 
ra..�sacked for evidence ,  their mail 
opened and read and scoured for the 
presence of a sec�et code. 
Gone are the days when you can practice your dialogue from your Russian cl�ss with your friend, the Russian maJ or, over the phone • •  
Nobody talks Russian but Russians , and 
all Russians are spies . 

Gone are the days of short wa�e 
radios , the kind on which you 
really can listen to the Moscow 
Symphony and talk to your gran�mother 
in Poland . Nobody needs to be in 
contact with iron curtain countries 
unless they ' re Russians . And all 
Russians are spies . 

proselytizing plastic, but her 
suggestion was undoubtedly well ­
recei ved in some circles. 

Some of the city council members 
( including the mayor ) and many of the 
letter -writers and Problems and 
Solutions callers really couldn ' t  
tell the ideological difference 
between the purchase of ugly plastic 
Santies, unsightly Spun-Glo candy 
canes , and a hideous reproduction of 
the Nativity . This teaches us 
something about these believers ' 
understanding of Christianity . After 
all , I ' m  an atheist and can still tell 
the difference between a crucifix and 
a K-Tel Record Rack. 

Finally, the Association of Commerce 
and Industry of McLean and the 
Bloomington-Normal Trades and Labor 
Assembly submitted the high bid for the 
spiritual spread . They ' ll continue to 
show off their sa cred splurge every 
Christmas, same place . The city , 
besides reestablishing itself on the 
right side of the constitution, got 
ba ck $ 1 , 1 1 0  of the money they spent in 
the first place . Some of us are still 
disgruntled , though, because we have 
to look at the nasty thing every year,  
and it ' s  ugly as ( excuse the 
expression ) sin . 

- -Phoebe Caulfield 

Gone are the days of sending letters 
with the help of your Captain 
Midnight secret decoder ring . No?ody 
sends coded messages except Russians . 
And all Russians are spies . 

Of course, if that were the only 
implication from Carter ' s  plan , we 
could probably all find ways to 
practice our Russian lessons in 
person , pretend that Grandma died 
last year, and write our letters on 
post cards to prove we had nothing to 
hide . It would be a pain in the ass , 
but we could probably do it . 

What we cannot do is be assured that 
we won ' t  be treated as traitors just 
because someone has a grudge against 
us . "He opposes the draft--plant some 
heavy weaponry in his garage . . .  She's 
a lesbian--find a communications 
system in her closet . . .  They associate 
with undesirables - -I bet there ' s  a 
hot line phone to Moscow in their 
office . "  

Some of my friends say I ' m  paranoid . 
Maybe I am . But there is a grain of 
truth in every paranoia . And how 
paranoid is it- -when we know that 
two-bit informers plant dope on 
people just so they can throw their 
foes in jail - -to think that federal 
informers will not do at least as 
much for the same reason? 

I am shocked and disgusted by Jimmy 
Carter's anti-spy, anti-people plan . 
Very few people seem to be concerned 
about this latest outrage . I hope it 
is only because they don't know 
about it . But I fear it is because 
they think it ' s  fair treatment for 
spies , who are traitors, after all . 
They damage national security . And 
most importantly, they make those in 
power look silly. 

When this plan is instituted, we will 
all have to live with the fear that 
at any moment, for the good of the 
nation, any one of us can have our 
phones tapped , our homes and offices 
broken into, and our mail opened . 
Better dead than read . 

I do hope someone finds a way to stop 
all this foolishness soon. I �on't 
wan� �o spend the rest of my life 
trying to prove I'm not a spy. And 
I doubt that you do , either . 

--Deborah Wiatt 
(alias Agent NJ4-6K) 



'Malpractice suit  can't re�ay 
Putting your life in a doctor's hands Why did . a  routine hemmorhoidectomy 

losses is scary enough. And stories like have such disastrous results ? 
Linda Bartlett's make it horrifying. 

In September 1 97 7 , Linda was injured 
on the job at GE. Moving a table of 
heavy parts, she hurt her back. She 

Bartlett is suing Doctors Larry 
Kneezel, Richard Trefzger, O .A . 
Zeller, and St. Joseph's Hospital in 
Bloomington for over $1 5 , 0 0 0  each. 

!:'- went to six doctors and underwent over 
M a year of treatment for the in jury . 
OJ She missed 1 3� months of work. This � is hardly an experience in her medical 
� history that a doctor should overlook. 

Kneezel referred Linda Bartlett to 
Richard Trefzger, a surgeon, for a 
hemmorhoidectmy in December 1 97 8 . On 
Dec. 8 ,  Trefzger did the surgery, with § 
Zeller administering a spinal � 
anesthetic. � 
She awoke from the surgery with 
excruciating pain in her legs. Her 
right leg wouldn't straighten or 
hold weight--by the third day after 
surgery, it wouldn't move at all. 

Mi ke Bartlett, Linda's husband, says 
that Trefzger was upset on his first 
visit to Linda's room after surgery. 
"Something went wrong, " Tref,zger said. 

Linda lay in her room at St. Joseph's 
from Dec. 8 until Jan .. 1 2 ,  where she 
says they gave her a heating pad, 
heavy narcotic pain killers, and 
hassles about her bill. 

Mike told the hospital, " I'll pay her 
bill when she walks out of here." 

On Jan. 1 2 ,  Linda was transferred on a 
a stretcher, by ambulance, to St. 
Luke's Hospital in Chicago. Evidently 
her doctors decided that heating pad 
and pain killer therapy was not going 
to be effective. Besides, they had to 
take her off the addictive pain 
killers. 

� 
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She stayed at St. Luke's until Feb. 6 ,  
1 97 9 , where she received physical 
therapy, extensive testing to find out 
what was wrong, and a transcutaneous 
nerve stimulator, a machine that 
short- circuits nerve endings to relieve 
disabling pain. 

She was released, to continue as an 
outpatient, on Feb. 6 with an 
inconclusive dischar�e summary, able 
to move her legs, but still in great 
pain. 

Bartlett says that Kneezel, Trefzger, 
and Zeller should have known that with 
her back problem ( herniated nuc leus 
pulpus, as it was finally diagnosed at 
St. Luke's ) ,  a spinal anesthetic was 
unadvisable. 

The suit says that the doctors failed 
to give the proper tests to "determine 
the existence of any abnormality . . .  
which precluded the giving of a spinal 
anesthetic. " It says they "failed to 
examine the history of the plaintiff 
( Bartlett ) so as to disclose the 
unadvisiblity of the issuance of a 
spinal anesthetic." Barlett says that 
Kneezel and Trefzger knew about her 
back problem, but Zeller says he 
didn't. 

\ 
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The suit also charges the anesthesio­
logist with failure "to properly 
administer a spinal anesthetic." 
Linda was aware that there was a 
problem with her anesthetic while she 
was on the operating table. She 
remembers thinking that Zeller seemed 
upset as he first gave her the spinal, · 
and then ( the spinal not working ) fell 
ba ck on a general anesthetic,  even 
though Linda never had the routine 
lung capacity tests that precede a 
general anesthetic. 

Because of her in juries, Linda has had 
to take a job paying one half of what 
she earned at GE. Because of the pain 
she experiences daily, she must still 
wear the transcutaneous nerve 

stimulator. 
painfully . 

She walks slowly and 

Because of the financial burden, 
worsened by an on-the- j ob inJury Mike 
suffered and re jections by workmen's ; 
compensation, the Bartletts have 
had to file bankruptcy this fall. "We 
struggled for a year before filing, " 
Linda said. 

" It's hard for us to believe this 
really happened to us, " said Mike . 

The welfare system has not come 
through very well for the Bartletts 
either. The only way they've gotten 
much help at all is by continually 
calling government officials: the 
governor, Ed Madigan, and even the 
U. S . D. A . in Washington D. C. 

It took 45 days for the Bartletts to 
· get food stamps. More quickly, the 
Economic Opportunity Commission gave 
them a flat $JOO for winter heat bills 
and $ 1 0 0  for food. After three 
months, they got $1 0 50 in public aid: 
the welfare department wants the money 
ba ck after the suit comes through. 
Social Security denied Linda benefits, 
even though St. Luke's orthosurgeon 
Mitchell Sheinkop analyzed her as 1 00% 
disabled . 

Knowing that their story deserved 
public awareness, the Bartletts 
approached the Pantagraph. After what 
the Bartletts considered a two-day 
runaround, the newspaper turned down 
the story , saying that they don't 
cover malpractice suits until after 
the trial . But they do . Last month, 
th� Pantagraph ran a story on a 
pending malpractice suit ( see Post­
Amerikan, VIII N0 . 8 ,  page 17 ) .  
So the Bartletts, poor and in ill 
health, have spent the last year and 
more bouncing around like steel balls 
in a pinball machine made up of 
doctors, lawyers, and bureaucratic 
error and red tape. Mike summarizes 
what they've lost a long the way :  "The 
house we were buying, our credit at 
the stores, and, worst of all, a good 
part 9f our self-respect . "  
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New Age Music Showcase 
.. A« S\'C ,. 

Food and Money, a dance band from insane. The guitar player Johnnie No 

\'f\\l � Springfield, followed the Spence used to live here in Bloominton -

�� 
Brothers and shook up the whole Normal . I first saw him at the Galery 

_ ti, place. From the moment they got on years ago. He joined Food and Money 
"' stage they commanded the attention because he didn't know how to sell 

On Sunday Feb . 3 New Age Music, a 
local musical employment group, 
sponsored a 1 2  hour music showcase 
at Mabel's in Champaign. The 
showcase was primarily organized for 
club owners to get a chance to view 
the wide range of midwest musical 
talent available for them to hire. 
The event was open to the public 
for a buck and the basic assumption 
seemed to be that this was a good 
excuse for a party and the ob jective 
was to have fun. 

· 

I had a great time . Mabel's has 
2 levels, carpeted and decorated 
very tastefully. The waitresses 
wonderful. 

The music started at 1 pm with my 
all time favorite band Kool Ray 

got 

are 

and the Polaroidz who had just 
pulled in from a weekend gig in 
Indiana . Kool Ray was followed by 
Cicero Slim and the WWIII Blues Band. 
I missed this performance but I've 
heard good things about this band. 

At 4 o'clock we heard the Spence 
Brothers Band, a contemporary 
progressive jazz band from Muncie, 
Ind. They were very good, I thought, 
but then what do I know about jazz ? 
Mabel's was getting pretty crowded by 
this time and the crowd was acting 
rather subdued, but not for long. 

of everyone in the place. The lead computers. 
singer who calls himself Vox Humana, Three R & B bands and a new wave band 
or the human voice, is a master of called the Rocking Clones followed stage theatrics as well as an Food and Money. Hurricane Ruth, energetic rock 'n roll singer. featuring Ruth LaMasters, was the last 
Food and Money played one hard band to play . I personally didn't driving rock 'n roll tune after make it to the end . I had so much fun 
another, featuring several original that I had to go home and go to bed. songs as well as a couple of songs 
written for them by Cicero Slim and 
the WWIII Blues Band and a song 
called "Pretty Vacant " by the Sex 
Pistols . The crowd was going crazy 
and people were finally dancing . 
I would definitely call Food and Money 
a "new wave " band, but as Vox Humana 
says, "People are as afraid of new 
wave as they are of anything . No one 
wants to be converted. " Perhaps 
Dennis DeBoubon of New Age Music puts 
it in clearer terms, "You call 
yourself new wave and people start 
spitting on you and putting out 
cigarettes on you." Vox says while 
he would rather Food and Money be 
known as a dan ce band, he understands 
the new wave label. "People are 
uncomfortable if they can't label 
something." 

While Vox Humana was the only one I 
talked to in depth, he is not the 
leader of Food and Money and is not 
the only talented musician. The 
drummer, guitarist and bass player 
are also really good and very 
entertaining. These guys look real ly 

The showcase itself ran very smoothly 
and yet everyone was very relaxed. 
It's no easy task to get all of a 
band's equipment off stage and another 
band's equipment on stage and set up 
without losing a bunch of time. The 
whole show was only 1 5  minutes off 
schedule. 

A lot of these bands featured at the 
showcase play here at the Lay Z J 
Saloon. Food and Money has yet to be 
booked here, but if you'd like to hear 
them, you should call New Age Music at 
( 30 9 ) 827 -5481 and tell 'em. I think 
Bloomington needs some new sounds. We 
all need music, for sure. Support 
your local clubs that feature live 

music. You may complain about high 
prices, but musicians and bartenders 
have got to eat too. If you don't 
support the bars that feature live 
music, soon you may have no where 
to go and no music to listen to . 
Think about it. A loha. 

-Susan O'Neal -



1Hol lywood trashes gays 
WARNING to gay peopl e s 
These movies will assault 
and attempt to degrade 
your positive self-conc ept ; 
they may also be hazardous 
to your physical heal th . 

Gay men and l esbians have finally made 
it into maj or mo tion pictures . Newly 
released are two movies which c enter 
on gay character s 1  Windows , about a 
lesbian ,  and Cruising , about gay men . 

But before you start cheering and 
saving your $J . 50 for a ticket , be 
advis ed that these films reflect  the 
sick fantasies of the straight white 
men who produced them . The scripts 
wallow in violenc e  and depict  gay 
people as e i ther villains or victims . 

It's hard to say which film is  more 
disgusting . Windows i s  bas ed on the 
absurdly sick premise that a lesbian 
is so infatuated with her ne ighbor 
that she hires a man to rape the 
neighbor , presumably as a way to 
seduce her . The movie includes 
several murders ,  including one that 
has the gay woman kill ing her 
neighbor's cat and putting h im in 
the freezer for the owner to find . 

Crui sing is  one long series of  gory 
kill ings . Its pl ot centers on the 
hunt for a "psycho tic " gay k ill er-­
that is , someone who kills gay men 
after having sex with them ; whether 
or no t the killer himself is  gay isn't 
clear at all . 

So take your pi ck: a "psychotic " 
lesbian or a "psycho ti c "  gay man . 
Some choice . 

Bo th movies have big-name stars 1 Al 
Pacino plays the cop in Cruising, and 
Eli z abeth Ashley is  the lesbian who 
menac es Tal ia Shire in Windows . 
Windows opened in January and got 
uniformly bad reviews ; apparently 
i t's a ro tten movie all the way 
around. It's scheduled for nation­
wide release sometime in March . 

After a heavy ad c ampaign and secret 
preview screening , Cruising opened 
at 500 theaters around the country , 
including Champaign , Peoria , and 
Springfield . Reviews o f  thi s  film 
have been slightly mixed , but almost 
everyone agrees that its  violence is 
sickening . 

The appearance of  the se expl o itative 
films is even more enraging when you 
think about Hollywood's refusal to 
present positive images of gay people . 
Stereotypes , parodi e s , distortions 
abound , But a serious movie that 
fo cuses on gay characters has yet to 
be made by a ma j or U . S .  filmmaker .  

Mo ther Jones recently reported that 
Rita Mae Brown cannot find a producer 
to film Rubyfruit Jungle .  No one is 
interested in a movie about a strong , 
healthy , uppity lesbian , Nighthawks 
treats the gay bar scene in a 

real i sti c , uns ensati onal way . It's 
also a Bri tish fl ick that you've 
probably never heard o f ,  though i t  
did show i n  Bo ston and New York a 
year ago . 

Since ne i ther Windows nor Cruis ing has 
opened yet in Blo omington-Normal , 
s everal groups o f  concerned people 
have taken action to inform l ocal 
theater managers of  objections to 
these  movie s . ISU's Gay Peopl e's 
All ianc e has written le tters to the 
Kerasotes distributor and to area 
newspapers ; arrangements are also 
being made to  use local talk shows 
and o ther media sources to warn, the 
publ ic about these vic ious films . 

The women at Small Change s  bookstore 
have tel ephoned local movie houses and 
are al so gathering names of people 
interested in l eafletting and 
picketing ,  should the movie s  come to 
town . 

If you're interested in j oining these 
protests , here's what you can do: 

--Call the managers of local theaters 
and tell them not to show these films , 
warn them that if they do , there will 
be demonstrations . Call several 
time s .  In Blo omington , contact the 
manager of the Irvin Theater at 
829-J279 · 

--Get on the 
and picket .  
829-622J and 
number .  

l ist  to pass out leaflets 
Call Small Changes at 
leave your name and 

--Tell o thers and urge them to "Stop 
Cruising "  and "Smash Windows . "  

--Luma and Ferdydurke 

********************************************************************************************************* 

NationV1ide p rotests g reet a n ti·gay m ovies 
The movie s  Cruising and Windows have 
become . rallying po ints for the gay 
community . Numerous pro tests against 
the se homophobi c films , bo th released 
by United Artists ( UA )  corporation,  
have taken place all over the country , 
from Bo ston to San Bernardino , from 
Chicago to Houston and many cities in 
between.  

On Jan . 18 , JOO protestors gathered 
in the pour ing rain at New York's 
Baronet theater to demonstrate 
against the opening of the anti­
le sbian Windows . Sixty more protested 
at the RKO Cinerama . They carried 
signs wh ich read "Windows Reflects 
Heterosexual Bigotry " and "Lesbians 
Don't Rape Women--Men Do . "  

Two picketings against thi s same movi e 
w�re held in Chicago in January . 
Fifty to 100 persons snowed up for 
the se rall ies in front of  the McClurg 
Court Theatre .  

Since that time the movie Crui sing 
has opened , and the protests , 
boycotts , and o ther ac tions have 
increased dramatically . 

Here are some of the highl ights in the 
ongoing struggl e of le sbians and gay 
men to end our victimi zation by 
Hollywo od: 

--In Los Angel es , representatives 
f:om JO gay and lesbian groups 
picke ted at two the ater s .  They al so 
petitioned the Mo tion Pic tur e 
As soc iation to change the " R "  rating 
of Cruising to " X . "  
--The Bo ston city council voted 
unanimously Feb . lJ to approve a 
resolution critical o f  the violence 
in Cruising and urging "city resi­
�ent� to re � ect any attempts to 
instigate violence which may occur as 
a resul t  of  thi s  film . " 

--50 demonstrators picke ted the 
Transamerica Pyramid ,  one of San 
Francisco's larges t  buildings ; United 

Artists is  a subsidiary of Trans­
america.  Protest organizers accused 
the corporation of  wide spread anti-gay 
bigo try , �o inting out that two of its 
subs idiaries contributed $2000 to 
John Briggs and his anti-gay 
propo sition 6 campaign in 1978 , 

--A Committee to S top the Movie 
cruis ing ( CSMC) was formed in Chicago . 
A p icket l ine and leafle tting were 
set up on Feb . 15 , CSMC organized its  
protest around these slogans: "End 
Violence Against Le sbians and Gay 
Men"  and "Fight for Gay Liberation . "  

--Coal it ions have been formed in many 
l arge citie s ,  with support for the 
gay cause coming from femini st , anti­
nuke , socialist , and progressive 
church groups , 

--The General Cinema Corp . c ancelled 
its agreement with UA and refused to 
show Crui sing in any of its the aters .  
Many other theater operato rs around 
the country moved the film from down­
town locati ons to the aters in 
suburban shopping malls to discourage 
demonstrations . Pol itical demonstra­
tions are not allowed on private 
property l ike mall s .  

--A coal i tion o f  le sbians and gay men 
in Houston se cured a pledge from the 
American Mul ti Cinema chain to cancel 
the film at its Greenway Theatre . 

--75 people from various gro ups 
p icketed the Feb . 4 scre ening of 
Cruis ing in New York City . ( This was 
the only publ ic media screen�ng in 
the country ; screenings for local 
theater owners and promoters were held 
in secret . )  Some peopl e who emerged 
from the screening applauded the 
demonstrators and shouted words of 
support . 

--The National Gay Task Force is  
sending organi zing packets to local 
groups , and the Metropolitan Community 
Church of New York has used its  
extensive mail ing l i st to alert gay 

people acro ss the country about the 
film,  

Whatever the results of  these  
demonstrations , i t's clear that gay 
people' are no longer willing to be 
exploited by American filmmakers . 
The scope and variety of  the se recent 
pro tests show a strong , imaginative , 
determined community of gay men and 
l e sbians standing up to the 
oppressors . I t's a fine sight to se e .  

--Ferdydurke 

Sources: Gay Communi ty News , Feb . 16 , 
1980 ; Chicago Gayl ife , Feb . 15 , 1980 . 



Cruising : A brutal, 
dangerous film 
C r u i s ing opens w i th the s i gh t in g  
o f  a s evered arm f l o at in g  i n  the 
Huds on Rive r . Th i s  image i s  
fol lowed b y  more g o ry s h o t s  o f  
l imb s and t o r s os b e ing p i ck e d  
o v e r  by a med i c a l  examine r .  

Then , two men mee t  a t  an S&M 
b a r  c a l l e d  the Wo l f ' s  D en and 
they g o  t o  a h o t e l  room ; one 
o f  them g e t s  t i ed up on a b e d  
and i s  s t abbed four t ime s i n  
the b ack . 

The s e  opening s equenc e s  s e t  the 
l im i t s  for the movi e - - vi o lence , 
v i o lence , and more v i o l ence . 
Cruis ing neve r gets beyond i t s  
preo ccup a t i on w i th b l ood and 
gore . As the p l ot deve l ops , a 
de t e c t ive (Al Pacino)  po s e s  as  
gay t o  infi l t rate the l e ather 
b ar s cene , but  the suspen s e  o f  
the hun t  for the k i l l e r  neve r 
over t akes the movi e ' s  ob s e s s ion 
w i th the horr i b l e  de t a i l s  o f  
the k i l l ings . 

The r e a l  s o r r ines s - - the very 
real dange r - - o f  s how ing a l l  t h i s  
b rutal i ty i s  t h a t  i t ' s  con s t ant ­
ly and exc lus i ve ly l i nk e d  t o  
g a y  men and gay b ar s . The 
me s s age is c l e ar : g ay crui s i ng 
l e ads to murde r .  

W i l l i am F r i e dk in , producer o f  
The F rench C onnec t i on and The 
EXOrci s t , has  p l unde r e d  th-e� 
gay s ce ne for  as much s en s a t i o n ­
a l , horr i fy in g  mat e r i a l  as  he 
c o u l d  d i g  up . And that ' s  a l l . 

He o f fe r s  no i n s i gh t s , no 
e xp l an a t ions , n o  analy s i s  o f  
t h e  f i lm ' s b ru t a l  s cene . 

Th i s  comb inat i on o f  he avy v i o �  
l ence and z e r o  under s t an d i n g  
make s  t h e  f i l m  a vi c ious m i s ­
repres ent a t i on o f  g ay s exua l i ty .  
I t  s hows v i o lence and murde r t o  
b e  the u s u a l  out come o f  crus i n g  
and g ay - male s ex . The r e  i s  n o  
g ay s e x  in t h e  m o v i e  t h a t  i sn ' t  

an excuse for murd e r , and no 
maj o r  gay charac t e r s  who aren ' t  
e i th e r  k i l le d  o r  k i l l e r s . 

The movi e may we l l  encourage 
phys i c a l  a s s au l t s , even k i l l ings , 
o f  gay men . 

Here are s ome o f  the part i cu ­
l a r s  t h a t  l e a d  m e  to s uch d i r e  
conc lus ions ab out Crui s ing ' s  
imp a c t : 

- - The murde rs - - three o f  them- ­
are p re s en t e d  i n  b l oody d e t a i l ,  
a l l  a g a i ns t a pul s a t i ng s ound ­
t rack o f  h ard- dr i v in g  d i s co 
mus i c - - the kind you m i gh t  e xp e c t  
t o  h e a r  i n  a g ay b a r . 

- - The k i l le r  i s  a C o l umb i a  s t u­
dent who , h i s  roommate e xp l a ins 
t o  p o l i c e , "neve r g o t  ove r h i s  
fathe r ' s  death . "  A b o x  o f  
l e t te r s , addre s s e d  t o  the dead 
fathe r and b e gging fo� accep­
tanc e , is  f o und i n  the  k i l l e r ' s  
room . The che ap p s y cho l o g i c a l  
i mp l i cat ions o f  the s e  p o in t s  
i s  uncomfo r t ab ly c l o s e  to t h e  
" d i s t an t  fathe r "  nons ense  wh ich 
i s  rout i ne ly used t o  "exp l a i n "  
t h e  o r i g i n  o f  ma l e  homo s e xua l ­
i ty .  

- - Pac ino ' s  a t t i tude i s  never 
c l e ar . Seve ra l  sho t s  show h i m  
s t ar i n g  s oul fu l l y  into the 
came r a . App aren t l y  he ' s  
s addened by what he f inds in 
the g ay b ar s . He may a l s o  be 
a t t r ac t e d  and/ o r  repe l l e d - -
the mov i e  s ug g e s t s  b oth . But 
none of the c r i t i cs I ' ve r e ad 
c an f i gure out how t o  interpret 
the s t r a i gh t  characte r ' s  encoun­
te r w i th the g ay s ub c u l ture . 

- - The f i lm ' s only " r e s pe c ­
t ab l e "  gay characte r - - the 
one who i s n ' t  i n t o  S&M ( b ut 
h i s  b oy fr i end i s ) - - te l l s  
Pac ino : " I ' m  s c ared t o  de ath 
of cruis i ng , "  wh i ch i s , a ft e r  
a l l , the mov i e ' s  t i t le . 

- - Th i s  s ame charact e r ,  Ted 

B a i ley , has a s t o rmy , conten­
t i ous r e l a t i on s h i p  w i th the 
domine e r ing G re g . I t ' s  the 
s t e re o t yp i c a l  gay l ove a f fai r - ­
b i t chy and uns t ab le .  

T -SHIRTS 
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- - Ve ry l i t t l e  gay s e x  i s  actually 
shown , only g ay s t abb i n g . But 
there ' s  p l enty o f  hetero s ex ,  
a lways accompan i e d  by a s t ring  
quartet and set  i n  the  p le a s ant 
s ur roundings o f  Pacino ' s  g i r l ­
friend ' s  apartment . 

II 

This scene from Cruising illustrates how the movie exploits 
brutality and panders to anti-gay fears at the same time by 
depicting encounters between gay males as violent and 
menacing. 

- - The b a r  s cene s are conde ­
s cending and s ta g e d :  a n o i s y , 
s mokv room o f  a l t e rnate l y  uni ­
" fo rme d and s em i nude men ; a 
group cares s-ing and mouthi n g  
a n i gh t s t i ck , a man w r i th ing 
i n  p a i n , a lot of menac i n g  
s t a re s . E a r l y  i n  t h e  f i lm 
a b ar patron ( a  v i c t im) t e l ls 
h i s  c omp ani on ( the k i l l e r) , " I  
h ave e g o  p rob l ems and n e e d  to 
b e  worshipped and adore d . "  

- - B a i ley i s  found murde red in 
his b athroom at the end of the 
p i cture . Who d i d  i t ?  D i d  
Pac ino " catch" the psycho­
l o g i c a l  d i s t urb an ce from the 
Gay K i l l e r  he s t a l ked?  (Does  
j us t  b e ing ne ar the s e  aw ful 
gay men drive one t o  murde r 
them? ) Or d i d  the domine e r ­
i n g  l ove r d o  i t ?  (Are a l l  gay 
men potent i al k i l l e r s ? )  

The mov i e  l e ave s t h i s  de c i s ion 
and a lot of o thers t o  the 
viewer ' s  individual p re j udi ce s . 
Homophob e s  ought t o  h ave a 
f i e l d  day . 

No N u kes 

To a pub l i c  that i s  l ar g e l y  
i gnoran t  o f  gay l i fe ,  Crui s in g  
i s  b ound t o  feed fe ars and 
re inforce b i g o t ry .  Fortunat e ly , 
i t ' s  not a good f i l m  and may 
we l l  b omb at the b o x  o f f i ce . 
Let ' s  hope s o . 

Free . the Pon tiac Brothers 

But Cruis ing cont inue s the 
sys tema t i c  m i s repr e s ent a t i on 
o f  g ays that Ho l l ywood has 
a lways unde r t aken . Unt i l  th i s  

p a t t e rn o f  in c i t in g  fe a r  and 
s tonewa l l i n g  the t ruth ab out 
homo s e xua l i ty i s  b roken , gay 
peop l e  w i l l  s uffer opp res s i on - ­
we w i l l  b e  a t t acked and b e aten 
and k i l l e d .  

- - Fe rdydurke 

S o ur ce s : G ay Commun i ty News , 
Feb . 2 3 ,  1 9 8 0 ; Chi c ago T r i b une , 
Feb . 1 6 , 1 9 8 0 . 



I l l i nois 

g ay rig h ts 

heari ng set 
A hearing on the four gay rights bills pending in 
the Illinois House of Representatives will be held 
Thursday March 6 in Chicago. Members of the 
Human Resources Committee will hear testimony 
on the need to amend present civil rights laws to 
include gay people. 

The four bills under consideration would make it 
illegal to discriminate on the basis of sexual 
and affectional preference in the areas of general 
employment (bill #621), state university and 
college employment (#620), housing (#622), and 
public accomodations (#623). 

Hearings on these same gay rights bills were 
held last year, but the committee 's tie vote 
prevented them from being taken before the 
entire House. At that point, the bills were put in 
interim study, where they remain. The March 6 
hearing begins the process to get the bills out of 
committee once more. 

The hearing is being held at Wellington Church, 
615 Wellington, in the heart of Chicago's gay 
district. The Illinois Gay Rights Task Force 
(IGRTF) sees this location as ideal, offering an 
opportunity for gay people to turn out in force 
and draw lots of media coverage. 

The IGRT F is urging lesbians and gay men and 
their supporters throughout Illinois to attend the 
hearing. People from downstate will be able to 
be recognized or sign attendance cards, if they 
wish. In these ways the legislators will be 
shown that interest in gay rights is statewide. 
IGRTF hopes to get a crowd of 2000 at the hearing. 

Since the four sponsors of the bills are all from 
_ Chicago, downstate support is vital, according to 

IGRTF. Similar gay-rights legislation reached 
the Illinois House in 1978, but only 38 represen­
tatives voted in favor of it (86 votes are needed 
for passage). 

The chance for the bills to pass in the House 
probably isn't better this year, but IGRTF points 
out that the struggle for civil rights is always a 
long one. Getting the bills on the floor of the 
House will allow gay-rights supporters to take 
their case to a much larger audience and will 
provide opportunities to gather more support for 
future passage. 

"We have to change attitude's and educate to 
build supPort, " says IGRTF. 

If the committe vote is unfavorable, the pending 
bills will be thrown out and the whole procedure 
for introducing the legislation will have to start 
all over. 

Several people from Bloomington-Norxnal will 
probably be going to the heari11t 6ii 'March 6. If 
you want information about possible rides and 
housing arrangements (which will be available 
through IGRTF), call R. Jay at 828-6348. 
The hearing will last approximately two hours 
(7:30 to 9:30 pm). 

--Ferdydurke 

• • 

• • • • • • • 

G ay theater 

comes to B- N 

:Two even ings o f  g ay the a t e r  have 

e been p l anne d  by I SU '  s Gay Peop l e ' s  

• A l l i ance . 

•
.

The Feb . 2 7  mee t ing w i l l  feature a 
s cene from "The K i l l i ng of S i s t e r  

• George " and a re ade r s ' the a t e r  
• p e rf o rmanc e o f  " T - Shi rt s "  b y  
e Ro b e rt P a t r i c k . O n  March 2 6 , t h e  
• p l ay " A  L a t e  Snow , "  whi ch focus e s  
e on t h e  l i ves and loves o f  four 
e 1 e s b i ans , w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  
e readers ' the a t e r  s ty l e . 
• 
e Al l o f  the s e  produc t i ons �re b e ing 
. d i r e c t e d  and s t aged by s t aff and 
e s t udents o f  the univers i ty ' s  

• 
-

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • 

e the a�e : de:p artment , w i th 
• part i c ip a t i on by memb e r s  o f  GPA . 

e !he readings w i l l  b e g in at 8 p . m .  

.
i n  room 1 1 2  o f  F a i rchi l d  Ha l l . : 

•
.
The s e  e xc i t ing p e r formance s  may j us t • 
b e  the b e g inning o f  an e ven more re e 

e exc i t ing even t : the format i on o f  a e 
e g ay the a t e r  c o l l e c t i ve in central  e 
• I l l ino i s . The a t e r  p e op l e , b o th gay e 
e :;ind non- g:;iy '  have exp re s s ed • 
e int e r e s t  in s tart ing a group t o  • 
.p e r fo rm gay - o r i en t e d  drama . • 
e thro1:1ghout the B l ooming ton- Champ a i g n  • 
.P e o r i a  are a . • • I • • , i • 
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Rape crisis center 

training 

The Rape Crisis Center will have a volunteer 
training session workshop March 22 and 23. The 
session is free and open to anyone. 

Myths about rape, the sex offender, avoidance of 
and resistance to attack; medical and legal 
aspects of rape; and the politics of rape will be 
among the topics discussed. 

For more information, call PATH at 827-4005 and 
and ask for the Rape Crisis Center. 

: i · • • •••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 
• : Jerry Brown benefit • • 
• • • • 
: . 
• 

• 
• • 
• • 
• •• 

S tudent � for Je rry Brown w i l l  h o l d  a b ene f i t  We dne s day , Feb . 2 7 ,  1 9 80 a t  8 pm a t  the C ampus Re l i g i ous 
' 

C e n t e r  Co ffeehous e ,  2 1 0 W .  Mul b e r ry Norma l ,
_

fe atur i n g  the B luegras s 
' 

C racker� acks , Two H i t s  and a Mi s s , and Mar i ta Brake . Enj oy c o ff e e  and d�ughnuts , t oo , a l l  for a 7 5 ¢  don a ­t i on . , . : : , 
..... ..... ...

.
.

. ........ . 

: .: Candidates to debate 
.�---c::::,_ 1 : : • I I ) I • 
: l� � f-lt : . /} � . 
: � �� : • .. Why can 't we write in a gay character? " • • • • • 
....................... 
• • 

The Cent r a l  I l l ino i s  chap t e r  o f  the AC LU 
w i l l  sp ons o r  a debate b e tween Ron 
Do z i e r  and Cha r l e s  Reynard , candi dates  
for Mc Lean County s t ate ' s  attorney , on  
S aturday , March 1 ,  at 7 : 30 at the 
Un i t ar i an Church , 1 6 1 3  E .  Eme r s on in 
B l oomington . A p an e l  w i l l  p re s ent 
que s t ions , and the deb a t e r s  w i l l  answ e r  
que s t i ons from the floor  as we l l .  The 
p ub l i c  is i nv i ted ; co ffe e and t e a  are 
provide d .  The primary is March 1 8 . 

• • 
• Businesswomen •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• • 
: unite : 
• • 
• • 

Claccg Fried Ade 
e Peoria women have just chartered an association • 
. .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

of women business owners. The Peoria group's 

• objectives are to encourage ownership of •. Gay male s tudent ne eds housing for 
• businesses by women, to encourage and support Fall-Spring 80-81 . Intere sted in 
• women who own and operate businesses, to • finding 1-J roomates and a house to 
• provide a voice for women who own and operate • share · Call Craig , c/o Gay People ' s  
e e Alliance , 452-5852 

. A businesses, to foster economic stability of • 
ee ••••••••••••••••• eee e e businesses owned by women, and to prepare .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Metaphysics 

will be explained 

The B l oomington S choo l o f  Me t aphys i c s 
i s  s pons o r ing an educational  l e c ture 
a t  the Normal L ib rary March 1 1  a t  7 : 30 
p . m .  The l e cturer  w i l l  expl ain a l l  
�s p e c t s  o f  me t aphy s i c s . The pro gram 
i s  free and open t o  the pub l i c . 

e women for business ownership. e Two women wanted to share house on Blooming-

• • ton's west side. Private bedrooms. $150 per 

e The chapter provides practical information by e 
experts in fields such as marketing, adminis- • month covers rent, utilities, phone, and cable 

•• • TV. Phone 829 - 9839. Cats welcome. 
tration, operations, public relations, finance, 

e and laws. It also provides an opportunity for • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
e women to make contacts with women business e V I ETNAM- - f i ve y e a rs o f  l ib e ra t i on ! 

e owners in the community, thereby exposing e Read "Our Great  Spring Victory" by  

e them t o  new business opportunities. For more e P LA Chi e f  o f  S t af f , G en e r a l  Dun g . 

e information contact the chapter at 8811 N .  e Send $ 5 . 9 5  ( in clude s p o s t ag e )  t o  

e Pioneer Rd. , Peoria IL 61615, 309/692-5511. e RECON , P . O .  Box 1 46 0 2 , Ph i la de ph i a , 

e Reservations are needed for meetings. e PA 1 9 1 34 · 



Post-Arnerikan p age 21 

J_udge 

condemn s 

pri son 
hea l t h  

care 

The I l l in o i s  Departmen t  o f  Corre c ­
t i ons (DOC)  has  fai l e d  t o  p rovide 
adequate me di c a l  c are to p r i s oners , 
fede r a l  D i s t r i c t  Judge J ame s Foreman 
rule d  Feb . 1 9  in a far- reaching 
re s o l ut i on of a s ix - ye ar - o l d  c l a s s  
a c t i on s u i t  f i l e d  by p r i s on e rs a t  
Menard p en i tenti ary . 

The j udge b l amed " i nadequate o r  
imprope r  t re atme n t "  for  the deaths o f  
f i ve p r i s oners  b e tween 1 9 7 4  and 1 9 7 7 , 
acco rding t o  an As s o c i ated Pres s 
s to ry .  

"The court finds a we l l - de fine d 
p a t t e rn o f  s ub s t andard me d i c a l  c are 
to inma t e s  i n  Menard ove r a 3� year  
period up to and including the  t i me 
o f  the t r i al , "  Judge Foreman ' s  4 6 -
page de c i s i o n  s a i d ,  according t o  the 
AP . 

De s cr i b e d  as a " v i r tu a l  j ud i c i a l  
t ake ove r o f  h e a l th care in the 
I l l ino i s  p r i s o n  s ys tem , "  Foreman ' s  
o rde r g i ve s  a court - app o i n t e d  do c t o r  
"un l imi t e d  ac ce s s "  to a l l  faci l i t i es 
und e r  the con tro l of the Department 
of Corre c t i ons , in o rde r to mon i t o r  
t h e  s t ate ' s  comp l i ance . 

For  years , p r i s oners in the I l l i no i s  
max imum- s e cur i ty p r i s ons h ave pro ­
t e s t e d , w r i t ten g r i e vance s , f i l e d  
l aw s u i t s  and s e n t  l e t t e rs - - s ome 
printed in th i s  news pape r - - t o gain 
imp rove d me d i c al c are . 

Te s t imony i n  the c a s e  w a s  h e ar d  in 
1 9  7 7 . 

Menard As s i s t an t  Warden J ames Chrans 
t o l d  the AP that the condi t i ons 
de s c r ib e d  in the j udge ' s  rul in g  no 
l on g e r  e x i s t  a t  Menard . 

The s u i t  centered on the deaths o f  
f i ve p r i s one rs a t  Menard : Wi l l ie 
G raham , Kenne th Daughe rty , Kurt 
Rob inson , Che s te r  G rave s , and a man 
named Hans en . 

C he s te r  G rave s d i e d  at Menar d , Judge 
Foreman s a i d ,  b e cause the n i gh t  s h i f t  
me di cal t e chni c i an in t h e  p r i s on 
h o s p i t a l  "was c l e arly unab l e  to make 
a s i mp l e  d i agnos i s  of the c l a s s i c  
s ymp t oms ( o f  pulmonary emb o l i s m) on 
the n i ght of admi s s i on and a person 
o f  app rop r i at e  s k i l l  w o u l d  h ave sent 
t h i s  man to a ful l - s e rv i c e  h o s p i t a l . "  
(A l ic e n s e d  doctor apparently was not  
on d�ty during the n i ght hours . )  

Kurt Rob in s on d i e d ,  Judge Fo reman 
s a i d ,  partly  b e caus e an un l i censed 
me d i c a l  techn i c i an at Menard gave 
the p r i s oner the wrong drug . 

Kenneth Daugherty ' s  de a th mi ght have 
b e en p re vent e d , the j udge s ai d , " i f  
qual i f i e d  pers onne l had b een. ava i l ab l e 
to inte rpret an E KG and phys i c a l  
s ymp toms that c l e a r l y  s ug g e s te d  the 
u l t imate c ause  of death . "  

The j ud ge s a i d  a de f ib ri l l at o r  at 
Me nard was de s i gne d for p e d i at r i c  
u s e  and was inadequate for the 2 4 0 -
pound Han s en , who s e  l i fe mi gh t  have 
b e en s aved i f  Me nard had a p rope r ­
s i z e d  de fib r i l l at o r . 

Tre atment for Wi l l i e Graham ' s  chron i c  
as thma w a s  "devi s e d  and c a r r i e d  out , 
fo r the mo s t  p art , by un l i c en s e d , 
un t rained and uns upe r v i s e d  me d i c a l  
t e chn i c i ans and inmate s , "  Judge 
Fo reman ' s  order s a i d .  For  Graham ' s 
as thma attack on June 1 5 , 1 9 7 5 , the 
p r i s one r was g i ven a drug when only 
a me chan i c a l  ve nt i l at o r  woul d have 
s ave d h i m ,  the j udge s a i d .  The 
pri s oner was trans ferre d  to the 
s e gregat i on un i t , and he d i e d  wi thin 
hours . 

Judge Fo reman b a s e d  h i s  de c i s i on on 
t e s t i mony by doctors . 

- - M . S .  

More Pontiac t rials scheduled 
With the i r  f i r s t  conv i c t i on und e r  
the i r  b e l t ,  the spe c i al p ro s e cu t i on 
t e am i s  re ady t o  move f u l l  s p e e d  a ­
h e a d  w i th the i r  p l an t o  make 3 1  b l ack 
and L a t in men t ake the r ap for thG 
P on t i ac Reb e l l i on . 

The next t r i a l  i s  s chedu l e d  t o  b e g in 
Feb . 2 5  i n  P e o r i a . The de fendant i n  
t h i s  c a s e  i s  Rob e rt Tos ado , charge d  
w i th burg l ary . F o l l owing t h i s  t r i al 
John Lee  and Lamont R i chards w i l l  b e  
t r i e d  for t w o  coun t s  o f  a g gr avate d 
b at t e ry , one count o f  mob act i on and 
three coun t s  o f  a rme d v i o l ence . Thi s  
t r i a l  w i l l  b e g in o n  March 1 0  here i n  
McLean County . 

Supp o s e dly L e e  and Ri chards , b o th 
b l ack men , as s au l t e d  a whi te female 
w i th m i l k  c ra t e s . B e c au s e the guard 
is a wh i t e  woman , the r e  is de fin i t e ly 
the p os s i b i l i ty for the p r o s e cut i on 
to s t i r  up s ome r ac i s t  r e ac t i on i n  
t h e  j ury t o  t h e  myth t h a t  " a l l  b l ack 
men want t o  do is  r ape wh i t e  women . "  

From what I know o f  t he c as e ,  mos t 
o f  the evidence i s  h e a r s ay . I nmate s  
s ay they heard John L e e  s ay h e  h i t  

the guard w i th a m i l k  c rate . The guard 
h as never ure t ende d t o  be ab l e  t o  i de n ­
t i fy h e r  at tacke r s . Mayb e , " a l l tho s e  
b l ac k  fo lks  l ook a l ike . "  

I n  C h i cago the pre t r i a l  mo t i ons for 
the 1 7  b l ack men char g e d w i th the mur ­
d e r  o f  the three guards a re p r o g re s s ­
ing at a s low pace , wh i ch i s  advan t a ­
g e o u s  t o  t h e  de fen s e . The S tate has 
b e en de l inquent i n  prov i ding informa ­
t i on to the d e fens e i n  a l l  o f  the s e  
Pont i a c  case s . 

Pub l i c s upport for the Pon t i ac 3 1  c an 
make a d i f fe rence i n  the out c ome o f  

P o nti a c  t r ia l s  

the s e  t r i a l s . The four teen men be i ng 
t r i e d  for the non - c ap i t al ch�Tge s  a re 
a l l  b e ing t r i e d  downs tate , away from 
fam i l y  and fri ends . That is why com­
mun i ty s upport h e re in McLe an Coun ty 
is very imp o r t an t . I f  you woul d l ike 
to l e arn more ab out the case , write  
l e t te r s  of  s uppo rt , s how the s l ideshow 
ab out the rebe l l i on or keep up on the 
t r i a l s  in genera l , c a l l Sma l l  Changes  
Book s tore at 8 2 9 - 6 2 2 3 .  You can also  
g e t  " Free The Pon t i ac B rothe r.:; " T­
shirts  fo r $6  at Sma l l  Change s . 
Proceeds g o  t o  the Pont i ac P r i s oners  
Support C o a l i t i on . 

- - Su s an O ' Ne a l  

Perez, Santiago Verdict Gi ven 
After deliberating for nearly eight 
hours , a McLean County j ury found Luis 
Pere z and Manue l �antiago no t gui lty 
of aggravated battery but gui lty of 
battery (a mi sdemeano r )  and mo b 
action . Thi s trial was the firs t of  
several trials on charges stemming 
from an IDLE ( Illino is  Department of  
Law Enforcement ) inve st igation of the 
Pontiac Rebellion in July 1 97 8 . ( See 
past several issues of  the Po st for 
more information . ) 

Although the defense was pe ssimi stic 
from the start about ge tting a fair 
trial in McLean County , defense lawyer 
Buddy Clark said afterwards that he 
was pleased wi th the jury and that he 
di dn ' t  think he could have found an 
equally fair jury in Co ok County , the 
place that the defense had reque sted 

the trial be move d to . 

Pontiac Pri soners Suppo rt Coali tion 
reports that when the jury first went 
out , after hearing all of the 
evi dence , they vo ted 1 1 -1 for 
acquittal on all charge s .  Evi dently , 
that one person convinc e d  the others 
to go along wi th him . I find that 
amazing . I say "him " be cause I ' m 
sure i t  had to have been a man . 

Perez and Santiago are scheduled for 
sentencing on Mar ch J at 1 0  am at 
the Law and Jus tice Center in 
Blo omington . They would like to 
thank everyone for the ir support . 

-Susan O ' Neal-
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In bus fire re scue e f forts : 

Guards ' 'did one h el l  of a job, ' '  DOC pretend s 
Pri son guards and firemen trying to 
res cue pri soners trappe d in a 
smoke -filled transport bus Nov . 29 
"di d  one hell of  a jo b , " a. Department 
of Corre cti ons ( DOC ) report claime d ,  
whi le the Department ' s  Assistant 
Dire ctor Mi chael Lane defended us ing 
the handcuffs and chains whi ch made 
a safe and speedy evacuation 
impo s sible . 

Of the 35  pri soners trappe d on the 
burning bus , one di e d  and many were 
very seriously in jure d ,  some spending 
months in the ho spital . 

Nine teen of the pri soners wro te to the 
Pos t -Amerikan , whi ch publi shed a five ­
page story on the fire last issue . 
Four we eks later , the Dai ly Pantagraph , 
printe d a ma jor s tory on the fire , 
whi ch include d re sults of 
inve s t igat ions and DOC offi cials ' 
denials o f  negligence . 

Pri soners writing to the Po s t ­
Ame ri kan blame d their injuri e s  o n  
guards ' negligence and incompe tence , 
plus the DOC ' s  standard se curity 
pro cedure s  for transporting pri soners . 

A long chain on each s i de of the bus 
conne cted eight or nine pai rs of 
pri soners who were handcuffed to each 
o ther . Although many pri soners 
reported that the chains were also 
fas tene d in some way to the bus 
i t s e l f ,  the DOC deni e s  thi s . Even 
after pri soners manage d to yank the 
chain fre e from i ts mo oring , 
pani cking pri soners be came entangled 
trying to escape the smoke -filled bus . 

of  a job , " pri soners reported that 
guards stood around "dumbfounde d , " 
no t knowing what to do , and de laye d an 
agoni zingly long time before �rying 
to break bus windows to let oxygen 
into the passenger compartment . 

The Pantagraph confirme d earli er 
pri soners ' repo rt s  that firemen and 
parame di cs took JO minute s  to arrive . 
After using axe s to open the roof ' s  
emergency exit ( which had been bolted 
shut as  a se curity measure ) ,  firemen 
spraye d all the uncons cious pri soners 
wi th water hos e s , The soaking in the 
co ld November air aggravated medi cal 
compli cations , giving at  least one 
pri soner pneumonia . 

The soaking , guard John Tipton told 
the Pantagraph , "was a mixup . They 
thought they were spraying oxygen , 
not water . "  

According to the Feb .  1 4  Pantagraph 
s tory , Assistant Di rector of 
Corre ctions Mi chael Lane s t i ll sti cks 
to hi s s tory that "about half the 
pri soners were taken off the bus in 
an orderly manner . "  

To anyone reading pri soners ' ac counts 
of  that "orderly " retreat , Lane ' s  
de s cription i s  a macabre joke . 

The only thing "orderly " about the 
evacuation of the firs t batch of 
prisoners is that mo s t - -but no t all-­
were still conscious as they trippe d ,  
fel l ,  tangled and untangle d ,  crawle d ,  
yanke d ,  jerke d ,  twisted , trampled or 
were dragge d--s creaming , coughing , 
vomi ting , choking and blind from the 
smoke -- to the doorway , where offi cers 
eventually cut or unlo cked their 
handcuffs . 

Two prisoners have already sued the 
Department of Corre c tions ; lots more 
sui ts are expe c te d . 

McLean County resi dent Danie l  Hines 
was one of  the mo s t  s eriously injured 
pri soners . Sti ll hospi talized three 

months after the fire , Hine s says hi s 
do c tor conc lude d hi s lung damage i s  
permanent , preventing lifting or any 
s tenuous activi ty .  

- -Mark Silvers te in 

Pri soners wro te that a guard-­
identified in  the Pantagraph as John 
Tipton- -pani cke d ,  left the bus , and 
tri e d  to shut the pri soners inside . 
Two pri soners who managed to get to 
the door reported that Tipton ac tually 
pushed them back onto the bus , saying 
he di dn ' t  have the authority to 
re lease them . Denying thi s , Tipton 
told the Pantagaph that pri soners 
pushed him off the bus . 

Life-endangeri ng chain s  not 

always used for t ra n sport 

Although DOC spo ke sperson A . M .  
Monahan to ld the Pantagraph that 
guards and firemen di d "one hell 

Last issue ' s  Post-Amerikan blamed the Depart­
ment of Corrections ' standard security procedures 
for transporting prisoners--chains and handcuffs 
--for preventing the swift and s afe evacuation of 
a transport bus which caught fire at Vandalia 
Correctional Center Nov . 29. 
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DOC officials maintain that the b arred windows, 
handcuffs and chains are necessary to protect 
the public and prevent escapes .  But these 
supposedly essential security provisions are not 
used when prisoners are bussed from Cook County 
Jail to the DOC reception center at Joliet , 
according to Jeannette Musengo, director of the 
Illinois Prisons and Jails Project. 

One prisoner died and many more were very 
seriously injured in the Nov. 29 tragedy. 

Prisoners writing to the Post-Amerikan said 
long chains on each side of the DOC bus connected 
eight or nine pairs of prisoners, who were hand­
cuffed to e ach other. In addition, prisoners 
reported, the chains were somehow fastened to 
the bus itself. 

Even after they yanked the chain free from its 
mooring, prisoners became hopelessly entangled 
as panic and thick toxic smoke filled the bus . 

An Associated Press story shortly after the 
accident said DOC officials would review their 
policies for transporting prisoners. But a FEb. 
14 Pantagraph story quotes DOC officials 
defending the chains' use to prevent prisoners 
from escaping. 

Sixty per cent of the state 's prisoners are sen­
tenced from Cook County. Each week a busload of 
prisoners--handcuffed in pairs, but not further 
encumbered by chains--drives from Chicago to 
the DOC reception center at J�liet, Jeanette 
Musengo told the Post-Amerikan . The DOC 's 
paranoid concern for security--carried out to the 
point where it endangers the lives of prisoners-­
is apparently not shared by the Cook County 
sheriff, who is in charge of transporting prisoners 
from Chicago to Joliet. 

If the Nov. 29 bus fire had occurred between 
Chicago and Joliet, prisoners could have evacu­
ated the bus quickly and safely. 

- - M . S .  

jk. have .1CD products a\78i.lab1e if\ SCCOp-�PC'JtllJ\, 
�s. P.Jease stbp .ty tD � ac '(Pal!vtea '· 

·····················�--······�-'"�"'·!· .!J!.!·!!'.!·!!l· ................. _ ..... ,,,,,,,,.,,,_,. __ .... ""'"'-"'�'""�''"'""""'""'ii ..... ___ "'"""'""'""""'�·S." ,,.,-,,,, . .-..,. ........... _ ... 



Po st-Amerikan page 2 J  

Tension at Pontiac hits 

all ·time hig h ,  prisoner says 
"Tension here is at an all-time high, " Pontiac 

prisoner Reginald Rucker wrote to a Post 

reporter Feb. 11. "There ' s  a continuity of 
incidents between prisoners and officers, mostly 
racial, however perpetrated by stupidity and 
ignorance about existing social and economic 
problems. " 

Confined in West House segregation--a discipli­
nary unit--as punishment for resisting Pontiac 's 
overcrowding by refusing to live in a cell with 
another prisoner, Rucker detailed several 
beatings of prisoners by guards . 

Rucker also s aid that prisoners have tried to 
resist guards ' actions by acts of collective 
solidarity . 

While sending some information about his fight 
for a single cell, Rucker added this fascinating 
postscript to his letter of Jan. 23: 

"P. S. Are you currently aware of the incident 
where two correctional guards were stabbed 
earlier this week ? One of the alleged suspects is 
in a cell directly below me on the next gallery. 
The pigs continually beat him by using shifts . 
We had no actual knowledge of what was happen­
ing until he told us . Presently, upon their 
clandestine moves ,  we counteract by making as 
much noise as possible to attract their attention. " 

The two guards were stabbed in downtown Pontiac 
Jan. 21 as they were escorting prisoners Michael 
Hayden and Charles Mitchell to a court appearance .  
Afterwards ,  authorities locked Hayden up in 
North House segregation, and Mitchell in West 
segregation. 

On Jan. 24, as a member of the Illinois Prisons 
and Jails Project, I toured several areas of 
Pontiac prison. Since I hadn 't yet received 
Rucker's letter, I hadn 't heard that guards were 
beating Charles Mitchell. 

But Mitchell's co-defendant Michael Hayden had 
heard. Touring North House segregation, I 
spoke with Hayden briefly, who was worried about 
grapevine reports that Mitchell m ay have been 
beaten several times in the three days since the 

downtown Pontiac stabbing. 

Rucker's letter of Jan. 23 confirmed the beatings, 
and I wrote asking him for more informa_

tion. 

Before Rucker's reply arrived, the Feb. 8 
Pantagraph carried a story headlined "Pontiac 
riot barely avoided--guards. " The article 
reported an incident which occurred the previous 
Sunday, Feb. 3, in North segregation. A prisoner 
attacked a guard, got his keys, and began 
unlocking other prisoners' cells, the paper 

reported. One of the prisoners who got out, the 
paper said, was Michael Hayden, who has since 
been transferred to Stateville. According to the 
Pantagraph story, the prompt arrival of Pontiac's 
riot-equipped "tack" squad stopped the scene from 
erupting into a full-scale rebellion. 

Still confined to his segregation cell, Rucker 
wrote to me again on Feb. 11:  

"Concerning the brother charged with stabbing two 
officers while en route to court: the beatings 
continued off and on until Monday of last week 
(that would be Feb. 4--P. A. ).  He was transferred 
to another concentration kamp shortly after his 
rappy beat the hell out of one of the pigs in the 
North segregation unit who had continually 
attempted to harass him. " 

In this letter, Rucker wrote "Tension here is at 
an all-time high. " 

"Just last Thursday, " Rucker continued, "another 
brother was maliciously beaten by 10 pigs all 

carrying riot sticks (a newly formed riot squad) 
for refusing an unauthorized shakedown. His name 
is Jimmy Bland, and is presently confined in 
North seg. There' s  a possibility that formal 
charges will be brought against him for protect­
ing himself against corporal punishment: one of 
the screws got hurt. This was not a racial 
incident--both the con and pigs were white; 
however we are both aware that race is not always 

the issue . 

"In answer to your question, generally most 
beatings are clandestinely imposed. The effect 
caused by all of us making noise serves as a 
threat of mass solidarity, from which they do fear 
a mass uprising. As long as they can systema­
tically keep us personal and individualized 
(different and separate organizations , sects and 

_ gangs), they can accomplish their oppressive and 

economically motivated goals . " 

"Particularly in the segregation unit, we also use 
the threat of the courts by filing lawsuits. 
Usually, out of fear that they may be fired or 
made to p ay for their own defense, they back 
off . . . .  There are only a few of us with this 
minimal amount of knowledge of jurisprudence, 
but we're enough to take care of the rest, in 
some instances . "  

A s  an example, Rucker enclosed a letter he'd 
written to West Segregation supervisor Sgt. 
Bennett. In the letter, Rucker pointed out that 
prisoners on his gallery had not received their 
guaranteed weekly shower, supposedly because 
of a shortage of guards. 

"When there' s  a need to maliciously beat up 
prisoners for no apparent reason, " Rucker's 
letter charged, "by the forceful use of neo-Nazi 
and Ku Klux Klan tactics ,  as illustrated a few 
days ago in the Jimmy Bland incident, you were 
easily able to get a plethora of officers . "  

Bucker's letter stated that the denial of showers 
was a violation of both state and federal rights 
guaranteed to prisoners, and he threatened to 
sue immediately. 

Rucker s ays prisoners on his gallery received-­
showers within 15 minutes after Sgt. Bennett 
received the forceful letter. 

--Mark Silverstein 

Solid arity tra nce n ds racial divisions 

Thi rteen wi tnesses 
,protest prisoner's beati ng 
Th i rt e e n  Pon t i ac p r i s one rs s i gned 
th i s  s t atement , a copy of wh i ch 
a r r i ved at the Po s t - Ame rikan j us t  as 
we w e r e  g o i n g  t o  pres s :  

" We the unde rs i gne d w i tne s s e d  the 
unwarran t e d  ma l i c i ous att ack on 
p r i s one r Jame s B l and on Feb . 7 ,  1 9 8 0  
Thurs day a t  o r  a round 1 2 : 0 0 i n  the 
a ft e rnoon , b y  o f f i c e rs Turp i n ,  
Fans l e r ,  McC aan , H icks , Lt . Bare mo re , 
Lt . B ro o k s , S g t . Benne t t  and Jenn ings 
on 6 g a l l e ry i n  the We s t  Ce l lhous e  
S e g r e g a t i o n Un i t . "  

I n  addi t ion , pri s on e r  A l s ana X .  
C a ruth s e n t  us a c opy o f  h i s  l e t t e r  
t o  the o ff i c e r  in cha rge o f  the 
s e g re g a t i on Uni t ,  thre a te n i ng to 
fi l e  cha r g e s  the next t ime s uch a 
b e a t ing o c curs . 

"You may th ink that j us t  b e c aus e 

p r i s one : B l and i s  not a b l ack pri s one r , 
that t h i s  ne e d l e s s  and c rue l att ack 
w i l l  go unno t i ce d  by the many b l ack 
and b rown pri s one rs in th i s  s e gre g a ­
t i on un i t , "  C a ruth wrote to Sgt . _ 
Benne t t . "But I c an a s s ure you that 
you� K l an - type reverse  rac i s m  w i l l  
not work for you this  t ime . You and 
al l the kl ansman - type o ff i c e rs who 
work w i th you and take your rac i s t  
orders i n  at tacking h e lp l e s s  
p r i s one rs wh i l e  they are locked i n  
the i r  cages  a re commi t t in g  c r imin a l  
a c t s . "  

I n  e xp re s s in g  the i r  s o l i da r i ty w i th 
the whi t e  pr i s on e r  who w a s  g as s e d  and 
beaten , A l s ana X .  C aruth charac t e r ­
i z e d  h i ms e l f  a s  "a b l ack a c t i vi s t  

1 PO l i t i ca l  p r i s one r . "  
- - M . S .  

"Lie do wn and die!" 
McLean County civi l defense dire ctor 
Al Thomas clearly approve s  of 
unquestioning obedi ence to authority , 
according to a quo tation in a recent 
Pantagraph s tqry . 

Thomas was responding to  President 
Carter ' s  ominous announcement that 
Morri s , Illino i s , may be selected as a 
nation-wide dumping site for all kinds 
of radioactive material s , pending 
sele ction of a permanent site . 

"It would mean somewhat o f  an 
increase d  ri sk for us here , " the 
Pantagraph quo ted the civi l defense 

dire ctor . "No doubt s ome of the s tu1·1· 
would go right through McLean County . "  

But the civi l  defense dire ctor went on 
to expres s  disapproval of people who 
oppos e  a waste storage site s o  clos e  
t o  urban areas . 

"We shouldn ' t  just turn our thumbs 
down i f  the Morris site i s  selected . 
If i t  has been determined it i s  the 
be st place , we ought to go along with 
the authoritie s . We can ' t  se cond-gue s s  
them , " the Pantagraph quo ted Thomas 
Feb .  lJ . 

- -M . s .  



Exxo n's 

of  

bo ss to p rese n t  wonders 

cor porate exp loi tation 
Howard Kauffman, the president of Exxon, 
seems to think McLean County residents 
will honor his presence at the McLean 
Co. Association of Commerce and In­
dustry banquet, which is being held in 
Illinois State University ' s  Ballroom 
March 1 1 .  

The audacity of this profit- oriented indi­
vipual amazes me ! Does he really think 
we want to hear his rap on energy and 
international economics ? 

I wonder if he 'll discuss the excessive 
profits his multinational corporation has 
reaped from U. S. citizens, as well as 
those in other countries ? 

I wonder if he 'll tell us how, within the 
last quarter, Exxon, which is not only 
the largest oil company, but also the 
largest corporation, increased their 
profits by 60%. 

I wonder if he 'll admit that the reason 
Exxo_n will not allow gasahol to be pur­
chased on a charge account is that its 

profits would not be as excessive for 
gasahol as they are for gasoline ? 

Something tells me Mister Kauffman 
wo n't discuss any of the above. After 
all, if he did, the public w ould realize 
"Exxon' s  true role in the field of energy 
and international economics ,  which is to 
increase its profits at any expense to the 
public . 

It' s  more likely that Mister Kauffman 
will claim that because of Exxon' s  great 
technological developments , we are 
still able to purchase gasoline and oil. 
Although gasoline is more than a dollar 
a gallon, he may claim that ' s  the price 
we must pay for affluence. 

I would never venture to guess that in 
his discussion, Mister Kauffman will ne­
glect to mention the affluence Exxon's 
corporate managers and stockholders 
have gained through its excessive pro­
fits .  

Does he expect McLean County resi­
dents to "honor" his p resence because 
of his expertise in ripping off those of 
us who must depend on his corporation's 
oil resources ? 

I think we should attend his pre'sen­
tation and voice our disgust at Exxon's 
exploitative tactics .  

Although there i s  a fee of $12 per person 
for the banquet, the return on telling 
Kauffman how we really f eel could be 
much greater. 

If you don't wish to attend the banquet, 
there ' s  nothing to stop you from congre­
gating outside the ballroom to show him 
that you don't support Exxon's profiting 
from your pocketbook. 

--M. M. 

Bogu s charges a p peari ng 
A Gen Tel service representative ad­
mitted today that I was not responsible 
for the one dozen 50-cent calls on my 
bill listed as "LOCAL CHARGE. "  
Mrs. C arney of the business office said 
that there was some sort of problem 
with the computer. I got to deduct 
$6.  3 8  from my bill. 

"Believe me, you're not the only one 
this has happened to, "  Mrs . C arney 
told me. I remembered that I had 
fought two similar charges on my bill 
last month. 

Although it is listed like a toll call, the 
local charge bills people who use the 
operator to make a connection on a 
local call. 

I knew I hadn't used the operator un­
less something was malfunctioning, and 
I'm not supposed to get billed for that. 
And I know I hadn't used the operator 
more than once, if at all. 

When I asked Mrs .  Carney if I'd have 
s aved the $6. 38 if I hadn't c alled Gen 
Tel, she s aid no. 

Even though' Mrs . C arney admits the 
problem of bogus charges for "local 
charge" is widespread, she didn't know 
of any Gen Tel plan to search the 
records and notify people who ' d  been 
illegitimately billed. 

o n  ph one bi l l s  

Since a lot of folks are too busy, 
especially during Gen Tel business 
hours ,  to bother to fight a few bogus 
charges ,  the phone company could, make 

a lot of money from its computer 
mistake . 

Mrs. Carney s aid I should talk to Ellis 
Corso, operations director, if I wanted 
to insist that the phone company search 
their records and notify customers of 
phony charges. 

Corso said he didn't even know about 
the problem but assured me that if it 
wer.e widespread, then surely the 
company would be searching its records. 

When I asked about notifying customers 
of bogus charges ,  Corso said the 
company had to take into account the 
cost of notification. He said the com­
pany relied on customers to call about 
bogus charges. 

"Of course if the problem is wide­
spread. • • , " Corso qualified. 

The problem is widespread, I pointed 
out--the service rep had told me so. 

I told Corso the company could make 
a lot of money adding bogus charges 
that many people w ould pay without 
question bec ause it was too much 
trouble to bother calling up. 

"A company that did that wouldn't be in 
business long, " Corso said. 

Yeah, right. The customers would 
patronize the other phone company in 
town. 

--M. S.  
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